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ONOV-
RABLE SYR CHRISTOPHER HATTONKNIGHT
OF THE ORDER, ONE OF HER MAIESTIES

PRIV IE COVNCELL, AND LORD CHAN-
cellonr of England.

Y VERIE GOOD LORD,; It hathbene (and
yet I thinkeis)anv{eallowable, to prefentthofe whom
we honour or loue,, with fuch things as either for their
value be profitable,or for their nouelte pleafine. Wan-
ting power to Performc the one, I make bold to do the
other :and according to my promife) fend you thisold
- ~—=—| Hiftorie newly tranflated. Whichalbeit your L. hath
heretofore read in the Italian toong,yet may it be, that(for varieties fake)you
will againe vouchfate to perufeit in our Englith : written by him thatis all
yours, Sure Lam (and by reading hereof,your L. {hall be affiwed )that neicher
I haue fully expreffed the Authours conceit, nor the writer well performed
his dutie. Notwithftanding , fith both thofe wants may be fupplied by your
indgement,J aduenture the Booke into your L.hand,whom T dare truft wigh
any pardonable error. For asThaue taken in hand this labour,more to enter-

teinemy felfe, (not otherwife occupied) then thereby to merit your thanks,

or the commendation of others : {o doo Irecommend the fame tovour L.
rather to be looked on at leifure, thenasa thing of perfection worthie to be
ftudied. YerdoTthinke(and fodo others of more idgement)chat this Hi-
froriedoth equall or excell the moft part that haue bin written : not fo much
for the order and areument of the matter, as the wuditiall difcourfes and ob-
feruations of the Authour.-Wherein be difcouered the caufes of forraine and
domefticall difcords, the commoditiesand difcommodities of treaties, and
the {ecret humours of Princes : with diuerfe other things verie confiderable,
chiefly of fuch asbe called to confultation of publike affaires & gotlernment.
And as the end ofall Hiftories ought be to mooue men vnto vertye , and dif-
courage them from vice,fo do I thinke,there is not any that conteineth more
examplesto that purpofe, then this writer : who leauing afideall partialitic,
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The Epiftle Dedicatorie.
and the cuftome of thofe that ftudie to flatter whom they fauour,and mifre-

port whom they loue not,doth {eeme greafly to follow the truth,and fetteth
forth rather the caufes and effe@s of eueric action , then ouer-much extoll or

difgrace the perfé’n’é of whome the ftorie entreateth. But (as of all other -

things) {o hereof your L. can beft iudge. Wherefore moft hﬁmbly -
o reaccommending to your good fauour, this poore Prefent,
- andmy faichfull fermice I take leave. Acthe ™
Cout, this eight of Aprill,
et RS S

Your L. moft humble =

“and affuredto commaund,
- X

Thomas Bedjngfeld.

The Proeme of the
; Authour.

57| ¥ mseaning was ; at [uch time as 1 determined towrite the A ctions of the
(4| Florentine peaple, bethwithinandwithout the Citie s tobegii my Narya-
3| tion from the jearcaof the Christian Religion, 144 4.4 za'!y.z'clz_tim{ the
24| houfeof Medici through themerits of Colimo azd Giowanni #ss father,
2\ afpiredtomore reputation then any other inFlorence. For thonght that
W [ eonardo of Arezzoand Poggio(twoexcellent Historiggraphers ) had

particulerly fet dovwne all ehings that till thofe dayes bad hapned . But hausmg
afverwards diligently read thesr writings, to féewithwhat order and meanes they proceeded(to
the endthat following the fame > onr Historiemight be by the Readers better allowed) 1 found
that in their defcription of thewarres madeby the Florentines,both againft Princes and other

forraine States, theyhadvfed exceeding great diligence : but of the cisill difcords andinward

enimities, ¢ of the effectsby thembrought forththey hadvtterly omitted one part & [obrief-

 lie deféribed the other ; asthe Readers conld not thereby qather any profit or pleafure at all :

which 1thinke they dideither becaufe they indged thofe matters fomeane aswere not worthie
thewriting,or elfe, feared to offend the pofterstie of [ome perfonswho  [bould thereby bage bene
euill reported. vy hich twowe/pects(be it [pokenwithont offence) [eeme tome vtterly vawor-
thiemen of qreat reputation. Forif therebe any thing in Histories that delighteth or teacheth,
it 15 that, whichmakethparticuler defeription. Or if any reading be profitable for men that go-
sierne inCommon-weales it is that ,which fheweth the occafions of hate and faction : to the end
that being warnedby barme of others, they may become wife, and continue. themfelnes waited,
Alfoifeneryexample of Common-weales do mone the mind, thoféwe read of our Country doo
monc mostandbemoft profitable. Moreoner if the dinifions of any Common-weale hane eyer
bene notable,the dinifions of Florence areof all othersmoft potable. For the most part of othey
Common-weales (to vsknovone Jwere convent with one onely druifion, ond thereby,accordszy 4
the accidents [ometimes encreafed, and [ometimesruinedthesy Cities. But Florencenot con-
tent with one had many dinifions.1n Rome (as euery man kno weth ) after the Kingswere ex-
])!&[ﬁ‘.’i, dinifion grew betweene the nobilitie and the multitude : which continued 1511 the ruine
thereof - the like hapned in Athens , and all other Cowmmon-wealeswhich in thofe dayes Aouri-
shed. But inFlotence, first the noblemen became dinided among themfelues, Then the nobils-
tie and the people. Anid at Last the people andthe multitude. T eamanytimes it hispned,that owe

of the(e being victorions,di wided it [elfe inkotwo. Of which diuifions, followed /(o many msr-

thers, [ominy banishmentssand fomany fubnerfions of Eamilies, as nener chaced within any
Citie, that can be remembred. And furelyit feemeth tomee, there is nothing that witne[Jeth fo
well the greatnes of our Cikieyas that which depewndeth vpon thefe diuifions being of force fuf -
ficient to [buert any Citieof what greatnes or power [oeuer. Notwithftanding our ftate fiill
‘encreafed.For [ogreat was thevertue of thofe Citizens,by their yifedome and mitmge towork
the aduancement of them{elues andtheir country, as they that hapnedtoefcape fo mantfoldmif~
chiefes,conld by their vertue procure more encreafé tothe Citie, thenthe difpleafusye of thofe ac-
cidents which wronght the decaje,conld decreafe it Andwithone all dowbe, if Flotence hadbin
fohappieas it might vponthe delinery thereof fromthe Empire,hasietaken fome forme of go-
siermment , which would bave holden the ffate vnited, 1know not what Common-weale either
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The Proeme of the Authour.

auncient or modernesthiat for verte of Armes and indufbrie, before it could hane bene prefer-
ved. For moft true it is, that after the Ghibilini were banished info great numbers that 4l
Tofcana and Lombardy were full of them, the Guelfi with the reff thar remayned at the
warre againfl Avezzovneyeare before theionrney.of Compaldine, drew o of thetr owne
Cittieof Cittizens onely 1200, men of Armes, and12000.

‘ . _ footmen. _After that time, in
thewarre againft Filippo Vifconti Duke of Milan, baui

/ ' ng rather to proue induflrie, then
their owne proper Avmes (for at that time they were decaye

d)we feein fine yeares, which that
warre contimued, the Florentines [pent three Milions asd finehundreth thoufand Floyins,
And that warre being ended (a5 not pleafedwith pe.ce ) to shew more of their greatneffe, they
befiezed the Cittieof Licca. 1 capnot therefore conceine any canfe wh ) thefe din ifions should
wot be particulerly written. Andifthofe notable writers beforenamed, were witthelden by
feare;to offend the pofleritie of fuch asthey should hanemade mentioy of s theygreatly deceined
them{elues, and feeme to know little the ambition of men, withthe defive they b 3’3??’2:’1’6 th
names of their Anceflors and themfelues to continue perpetuall. Neyther dy the ,-g,m:mge <
that manymen wanting occafiontowin them(elues fame, by fome landabl,s deede }l, fome's s
“plossacte, hanelaboured to afpirethereunto. And they confidered not, thas the e
which hane in them greatne(fe, as (4 ;

eaitions of men
ouermments and anthorities, howfoener they b

5 ‘ ey be h:
what end foener they haue. do  [eeme alw: /o ) b¢ handled, or

| yes to gine men more honoy then b v hi
wing thought pon, did determine to c!}z;ir‘ge m]gmczmiﬂg, and refoluedto bfz; nf;yy;z;i]: I.ha-.
thebegsnning of our Cittie. Al fithmy intent is not to vfurpthe place of others, 1 will ?:ef’t
culerly fet dowie what hance vnely within the Cittie till the yeare1 33 4. and ;f ﬁ;chfh: 5
as hapnedwithout, 1 will wot [ay more then that, which for the Wﬂ&ifffﬁdﬂixljﬂﬂ of the .cu“zgJ
shall'be neceffarie. The yeare 14,3 4, being paffed, 1wl particulerly write the one 43 zr
other. Moreouer;tothe end this Hifloric maybe the better vader(lood, before 1 s

Florence, 7 shall difiour(eby what rapanes Ttalybecame [ubiect to fuch ;,Patent:te mh@n’ %
da)’e:f tbe'rf gonerned. The firft Bocke shall brz'cﬂj recite all accidents hapnedin | tajl e
declination of the Rpmgyhe Lmpire, till theyeare 434. The fmf:’j will shey %ﬁa}:z.the
bapned from the beginning of Florence, ¢l thewarre which the Florentin ; w;’a” i
the ?g? 4f£ﬂ(‘i f{:lcpalc}o{\i] of the Dufe of Athene, 7}, third doth enJ mi'ilzt;aeiigjznﬂ

of King Ladullaoof Naples, 4101 : 5 |

" what ot/mf things cbzzgced till the yiﬁeﬁbai’;;&é:ﬁjzf ,ng,f ::l;v : mzlzgm’ate
difconife particulerly of fiuch accidenss s befell with:: ity
lorence, il this gyy time, :
& |

cracie (being the meiane betweene the multitude and one
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Tothe R,eadér.

, fomuchwaight,inregard of mineowneinfufficiencie, being nei-
therlearned, nor making profefsion of learning : and lother it fhould be pub-
lifhed, for that the Author (in fomeother hisworks) hath not (as is thou ht)
written with due refpett to pietie. Howfoeuer that be, in this Booke (being
a meererelation of the Florentines fortune, when they were gouerned Ariftocra-
ticallie) appeareth not any thing’ vnfit to be knowne, or that may recciue euill

conftrution. .0
The firft part, theweth the occalions of ruyne inthe Romaine Empire s and how The fubiest
the Prouinces of 7zaly

variations. Secondly, by what meanesthe Pope, the 7enerians,
and the Duke of #ilan, pollefled the greateft parts of Ztaly. Laftly, howthat the
Florentines, abandoning obedience to the Emperour, lived (almoft continually) in

faction and ciuill partialitie, vntill the houfe of cazedici, by the great vertue of

Gionanni, Cofino, Piero, and Lorenzo, atteynedto a {inguler repuration inthar State ;

Where now (and fome yeares paft) they gouerne as Princes, with great honor,
1uflice, and integritie : which happinefle they could not finde in thejr Ariftocra-
ticall poliicie. Y et ditterfe notable Polititians and wile law-makers, hay
allowed, butalfo highlie commended it aboue others : Affirmi

critie is in all things moft praifeable, and extremities treproue

enot onely
ng, that as medio-

, S A% one Prince) is {peciallie to
bepreferred. Alfo for thattheauthoritieto commaund, is duetothe moft worthie,

and worthine(le confifteth eitherin honor, invertue, inriches, or inthem altogi>
ther, the ftatg Ariftocraticall muft needs be moft allowed, bicaufe the noble,
the riche, and vertuous men are in all places the feweft number, and they onely
in that kinde of gouernment haue authoritie.,- They alleage alfo how the rich
men onely;, as they that haue moftintereft inthe State, do beffowe moft in publike
feruices, and therefore tothem the Gouernment ought be allotted : fo was it in

Rome afterthe Kingswere depofed, likewife in #¢hens, in Carthage, and at this day
10 Venice, Genona, and Lucea,

OT bymy fuite, thoughby my confent, this Hiftorie is now be-
come publike. The tranflation thereof was diuerfe yeares paft
" delired byan honorable perfonage, not now lining ; yet forloyal-
] %'s, \ tieto his Prince, loue to his Countrey, and vertuous deleruing of
: allmen, worthie alongerlife: had not Ged in his divine proui-
dence otherwife ordeyned. Loth Iwas to medle with matter of

°

became dinided into diuerfe gouernments : withtheir often ;’ii‘his'uiﬁw
theKing of Naples,

Mediocritie

able, fo the Arifto- the fcope of

Ariftecracie,

Foranfere of thefereafons infauour of Ariftocracie, wherein medjocritie fee- Gouerament

meth tobe fpeciallic fought for, who fo thall duely examine thereof, may finde,

Ariftocracie
impcrﬁtu



Fqualitie the
fcope of De-
mocracie,

Democtacie
impethit,

TotheR eader.

that to diuide things in the midft, and thereby to marke out the vertue (which
confifteth in reafon) were impofsible, as all Philofophers haue determined.
Trueitis, thatthe meane betweeneall,and one is perfit, yet no wheretobe found :
{ithin{ome Cities there arenot onethoufand Citizens, and in fome other moré then
an hundreth thoufand : which maketh the Ariftocracie alwayes incertaine bythe
incerraintie of the numbers. And where the Gouernors be many, there are alfo
factions many , the refolutions {lowe, and the fecrets of State often difconiered.
For by experience is feene, how thofe Ariftocracies which haue in them feweft
Gouernors , are moft durable: As that of the Lacedemonians, gouerned by thirtie
perfons, and that of the Pharfalians by twentie. It is not therefore the meane be-
tweene one and all, which caufeth mediocritie.

Now for beftowing Soueraigntie vpon the moft worthie, trueit s, fo it ought
be, yet tharargument maketh more for the Monarchie. Foramong the noble, rich,
and wife,fome one doth euer excell thereft,and to him (by thatreafon) the authori-
tie ought be giuen,fecing it isnot pofsibleto find all thofe things equally in all men.
Ifitbealleaged,tharamong thegreateft number are found moft vertuous and good
men, thatreafon ferueth not, either in that ftate or the Democracie: fecing in them
both (as in all Corporations) the moft voices are preferred before the wife and
better. Toconclude, Ifaythat inall Srates, wherein are moft Gouernors, thereare
feweft refolutions, and moft difputations. The #enetians therefore (to meete with
thofe inconuenients) do commit the mannaging of their ordinarie affaires tothe
Senate, which confifteth of feuen perfons onely,as knowing that the fewer be made
priuie,the more fecretly they fhall be handled: and no Ariftocracie haue had fo lon
continuance.’ Thus much touching Ariftocraticall gouernment, of which kinde,
was that whereof this Hiftorie largely difcourfeth. i :

The State Populer, dolikewileboaft of the excellenciethereof, as thag wl_uch
obferueth equalitie without exception of perfons, and rc‘ducc:tl_l'the conf’ut_uuons
ciuill vato the lawe of nature : For asnature hath not giuen riches, offices, or
honor to oneman morethen toanother, fo the Gouernment Populer, tendeth to
Haue all men'equall, without priuiledge or prerogative whatfoeuer. For byfich
‘meane (they fay) that auarice inthofe that be riche, and infolencie in them thatbe

reat, (hall be taken away, which are the moft perilous inconuenients that can
%appen toany Common-weale; and confcquemly_allthefts_, opprefsions, partiali-
ties, and fations, are remoued : adding, th_a_t h_umamc'i’qclene cannot benourifhed
without amitie, and the nourifher of amitie is equalitie, and no cqualitie can be
found but onely in States Populer : it followeth tbcreforf:, thatisthe beft and moft
commendable gouernment, bicaufe eachman enioyeth libertie, naturail and equall
iuftice, without feare of ryrannieor opprefsion. Thefe, and fome other reafons are
framed in commendation of Gouernment Populer,

Whereunto Ifay, that this order of commanding, which chiefly rcfpe&cth e-
qualitie, is not, nor hath bene in any Common-weale, bicaufe no fiich equalitie of
goods and honors could be obferued. And he who taketh vpon him to beftow
them equally, fhall proceed contrarie to nature. For as the hath made fome men
more wife and aduifed then others, {o hath fhe framed them to commaund, and
others to obey. Some hauewifedomeand aptneffe to diret, others haue ftrength of
bodie, and fitne(fe to execute what iscommaunded. And rouching libertienatu-
rall (whereof Populer States do glory much) were that fuchas is fuppofed, how
could there be either Magiftrate, lawe, or forme of gouernment : for where Ma-
giftracie is, there canbe no generall equalitié. Befides that, all wife and learned

writers

Tothe R.ca—der.

writers haue mifliked that kinde of gouernment. Plato calleth ica market, where alf
thingsareto befould. rifforlealloweth nor thereof, nor of the Ariftocracie., Senerz
faith, itisimpofsible forany manto pleafethe people, that taketh pleafure in vertue,
And how canamultitude (asa monfter of many heads) void of réafon and indge-
ment , determine any thing good or profitable 2°Alfo to aske counfell of the
people, aswas anciently vied in States Populer, is (as it were) that wife men (hould
eeke to beinformed by mad folks. Which moued Anacarfisto fay (feeing the Ma-
giftrates to propound matters, and the people torefolue) thatin thens wile men
moued queftions, and fooles determined what fhouldbe done. If any man pro-
ducethe Populer Gouernment of the Suiffés, contimied more then three hundreth
yeares: Thereunto may be anfwered, thatthe nature of that peopleis apt tobe fo
gouerned. Befidesthat, themoft mutenous fort of them are commonly from home
in feruice of the warre-vnder forraine Princes, and thereft more tractable, donot
caremuch how the State is handled. And among themfelues there is no diffidence,
by reafon the Nobilitie of thofe Countreys were {laine, firft at the battell of Sampac,
and after at B4ffl, the reft willingliebanithed themfelues.

By this which hath benebriefly faid, appeareth how both the optimacieand Po-
puler gouernments are fubiet to mutation, diforder and vtter ruine, and confe-
quently how fortunate thofe people are, whom God hath deftined to liieinthe o-
bedience ofafuccefsiue royall Monarchie: where the Prince fubmirteth himfelfe
nolefletothelawes of nature, then he defireth thefubiects thould be obedict vato
him, leauing to euery one libertie of life,and propertie in that he poffefleth. Succef-
fion argueth Gods prouidence, and gouernment naturall, planteth a certaine reci-
prokelouebetyeenethe Princeandthe people. One other reafon of nature appea-
reth,inthat the Monarkeis alone in foueraigntie: foras God onely ruleththewhole
world;and as the funne alone giueth lighttoall creatures, (othe people of one land

do moﬁ naturally yeeld obedience to onehead and commander. Y ea, all nations
werefirftfogouerned, as the 4/f5irian;, Perfians,

Turks, Tartars, Englishmens Frenchmen, Spanyards, Polonians, Danes, &e.and in the
Indias were found no other gouernment. Neither do the facred Hiftories make

- mention of other RulersthenKings onely. And to confirme what hathbene faidof

royall gouernment, reade the opinions of Plato, Homer, Herodpt s, X enophon, S.Ci-
Prian, S Ierome, with other aswelldiuine, as philofophicall writers., Finally, it fee-
meth, thar Soueraigntie in one onely perfon is more honorable and magnificent,
thenifthefame were diuided amongafewe Lords(asis vled inthe Ariﬂo?racie) or
among the whole multitude, as inPopuler Gouernments, And experience hath
proued,that fordirection and commandmentin the warre,pluralitie of Gouernors
haue almoft euerreceined preindice and dithonor. Which moued the Romapes (at
fuch occations) to makea Diétator. Thelike was done bythe Lacedenmoniis,and is(at
thistime) vled of the 7enctians, whomethey call gran Proucditore, By thefe reafons
and examples (omitting many other) appeareth,that the Monarchie royall,isa go-
uernment moft reafonable, moft naturall, moft honorable, and moft neceffary. And
{fuchisthe happinefle of our fortune, that by diuine prouidence, there liveth not in
any land amore perfit paterne of an excellét Prince, then is our prefent Souerajone,
who feareth Godrrightlie, and gouerneth her fubie&s inftie: prudent in com?fell,
and valorous in execution. In profperitie modeft, in aduerfitie conftane ;
faithfull to friends, and feared of enemies ; affable to the good, :
and effroyable tothe euill:vnder whofe facred prote&ion,
our peace,our plentie, and our fecuritie, hath

many yeares profpered.

Monarchie,
the moft exe
cellent Goa
ternment,

Egiptians, lewes, Grecians, Scithfans, -



XISV

LTS

o oo o s i
R S T S S B S s,

. TheContents of many principall things worthic note,
. conteined in this worke. ;

IntheAﬁr:ﬁ.Booke. e

{7 He occafion how the Romane E mpire became
deftroyed, 1 A%
~ Dinerfeincurtions of barbarous people into I-
 taly,
The ruinerepaire, and building of fundry noble Ci-
ties, % :
The atls of Belifario.
The attsof Nareete,
. Of Comondo and Rofmonda.
& OFClef King of Gorti, S
The meaneswhereby the Bifhaops of Rome afpired
togreatnes, Andhow they at diner(e tiwmes hane
benethe rayne of I taly.
Howlong the Laownbardy poffeffed I1aly.,
How Pope Virban, determined the enterprife of A~
(i agasnf} the Sarafins.
T/aeor{giml/ of Venice. ; 2
T bewarrebetweene the Venetinns and Genoseis.
Of other warres in Italy,
W bat famons Captaines inthofe daies ferned the
Princesof Italy.
Inthe fecond Booke,
TH eoriginallo of Flovence.
Thefirf? dinifion of the Florentines.
Ofthe factions,G uelfi and Ghibilini, :
The order aud forme of the Florentine Consmon-
weale,

Manfreds chicfe of the Ghibilines:: andthewarre

which bapned besweeie thofe [ides.
The returneof the Guelfi into Florence.
New ordmancesin the Cutse

The Citiereduced into grarters,
Of Gianodella Bella : andaewe tummules ip Flo-
rence,

Bertacciocanfeththe band of one Loveé to be cup
a17 -

Of the enimitie which arofe betweeng the Cherchi
and Donats,

Florence accurfedbythe Pope.

Lhe commmg of Carlode V., alloys,the Frech kings
brotherinto Flovence, :

Of M. Corfo with certasne banéfoed men enteresh
the Citie, ;

Howthe Lucchesi (z4led the ffarein Florence,

Florence both by five and fivord tormented.

Of aplace calledle Stinche, i the vale of Grese.

Vgnceione cheefe of the faition Ghibiling and Bi-

anca,

- The Oration of Luigi Guicciarding G o

!

x
- The Ghibilini banifred , and among thensthe Poct

Dante,

Of great miféry in Flovence.

Newreformation in Flovence, -

Caflrnccioof Lucca, :

Theorder of cafting Lots : andhow it beganne in
Florence, -

How the great Cittizens encreafed their suthority
by twomeanes. .

Confprracy againft Giacapo de Agobio.

League betweene the Florentines and Venetidns,

The Duke of Athenenade Lord of Flovence.

Proclamation of banifhnent made by thar Dybe ;
and murther of fome Citizens,

T'he Oration of certayn cheefe Citizens,before the
D ke,

The Dikes Pallace facked,

Confpiracy againft the Dybe,
T be Duke aflanlted and vanguifbed,
The Dukedifiniffedont of Elorence : bis hfe.and

condition,

Arndrea Strozzientendeth to vfirpe the fate of
Florence,
At what time the grear plagne hapned inthat Ci-
ty s whereof Boccatio bath at largewritten.
In the third Booke.

H Ow the difcord whichgroweth of ambition ars .

the occasion of dessision in Cities.
The partialities of the Albiziand Rizzi.
How M. di Riale of Pronenza,came to Floyenee.
A law made against the Ghibilin,

How the word Ammoniti,amfe in Florence : and
what it meaneth,

An Orationof one C itizen,to the Iords,
The occasion of the corveption of Italy,
The checfe of the fattion of Guelfs,

Newtumplts in F lovence,

aloniere.
New veformation of the City. f

Ore Simene , difeouereth confpiracy agarift the

Sate,

Michiele di Lando, an artificer, by bis conrage =
Jpiredto be chofen Gonfaloniere di Gifhitia.
New veformationin F lovence. :
A commendation of Michiele di Lands.
An accafation of miany Cirtizens, for their vetsrne
being banifbed,
Theinfolency of Georgio Scals,
The

TheContents of this Hiftorie.

Thedeath of that Georgio.

Exile and flaughter in Florence.
The [peech of Benedetto Alberti to his copavions,
Of the maner of creation of the Balia in Florence.
Of Tobn Galeazzo Vifconti, : '
Thewards of Pevi di M edici.

¥ bat gualitiethe Floventines requived 1o be in bins

that occupiedhe place of Genfalanicre.
Giacopo Acciginols. ;
The death of certaine Cittizens.
Inthe fourth Booke.
F iippo Viféonti Duke of Milan, intendeth to
become Lord of Genona. \
Georgio Ordilaffi, Lord of Furli,
T he Duke of Milan maketh warve againf? the
Florentines, - ~
Gionanni de Medici,
Newleagueberveene the Florentines and Vene-
rians. ;
OF an Inspofivion amorg the Florentines, called
Caiafro. '
C'r;rmigﬁ:molo Generallof the warre in Lombardy.
Deace teken with the Duke of Mylan and the
Leagune: and what Cittses vemained to the Ve=
£11ar8. : _
T Z: death of Gionanni de Medsci : and his com-
mendaticn. -
Of Cofiino his fonme. -
Vaolterrarebellethfrom the Florentines,
The entc;pfiﬁ of the Florentines againft Lucca.
T'he violence offeredto Saranczefs, and the fpeech
of one s of that place 1o the Senateof Floréce,
Filippo Branalefcoan excellent _Arclmeé}ar_‘
The defeate of the Elorentine army, by Nicholo
Piccining, )
A confultaion to expulfe Cosimo di Medici ot
of Florence, _
The anfivere of Nicholo Vzano.

Cofimo di ﬁ{edici cited befare the Senate,was ivs-,

prifoned,
Cosimo confined to Padoa.
Cofimo returneth to bis Countrey.
1n thefift Booke. :
B Raccio and Sforza, two great Captaynes o
Ttaly.
Nicholo Piccinine, Generall for the Duke of
Mylan, LR
Gattamelara, Generall for the Vebetians.
Banifbment of many Cistizensin F lorence,
Alfonfo of Arvagon maketh warre for Naples.
T he ordinances of the Cirtie of Genena,
The fpecch of Rinaldg delli Albizi to the Duke of
A ylan.
Rebellion of Genoua fromthe Duke,
An Oration of an antiens Citltzey of Lucca to
the peaple,
Francefco Sforza, Generall of the league vf Flo-

rence and Venice. A
Difcordbetweene Andrea Masyoceno aiid Frane
cefeo Sforza. ;
Cosimodi Medsci, Enibaffador tothe V enetians,
Thé Duke of Mylan determineth to take Re=
wiagra froms the Pope.

Sforzadesiving tomarrie the Duke of Mylan his

daughter, prattifeth by diner (e indirelt meaxes,
Sforzarefufeth topaffé the Po with bis army.
Tbe fpeech of Neri Capponi tethe Senate of Ve-
#ice.

The diuerfe waies from Pefaro to Verona : and

which of them the Earle Sforza made choife -

of.
The Nany of the Venetians taken by Nicholo

Piccimivo, .
The Earle remoseth to refcue Brefcia.

" The fciteof Verona.

The Earlegoethto Venice.
Piccinino paffeth to Cafenting.
The Caftle of San Nicholo,
The Earle breakesh the Dakes Nany,
Theouerthrow of Piccinmo,
Albertode Albizs ﬁ![ffb b!mﬁg% todwellat Ane
cona.
The taking of Poppis and what werds the Earle
owner of that place vfed.
Inthefixt Booke.
A Defeription of certaine lawdable cuftomes
vfed iy auncient Common-weales.
A proude regueft made by Piccinino to the
Dake of Mylar. \
The Duke marriesth Bianca his daughter to the

Farle Francefeo Sforza : and gineth ber the

Cittte of Cremona. :
Al_fcm.[é of Amgan ‘ej}egﬂb Naples,
Anmibal Bentiuogh breaketh the forces of Pice;.
wfno, ]
Baldaccio de Anghiari Generall G the Eloren-
tines,
Tbe Cannefchi murdered Bnsibal Bentisingli,
Tbe peaple for that falt cut the Cannefihs 1n pie-
cess aw killed Battiffathat flew Avnsbal!
Santo Bentinogli appointed 1o goserne Bologna,
vatsllthe fonne of Anmiball camse to full age.
Certaine Citiesyeelded to the \ enetins.
The Earle Sforza befeeverh arasiaggio.
Thetaking of one V enetian Proueditor, whoms the
Earlz fer ar libertic, bauing firft informed bins
of his pride. :
The Venetids become bound topay vuto the E s/
dcertaine mumber of Florins,
Embaffadors fent from Mylan to the Farle, and
their Oration,
The Milanefimade choife of thay Earle Gorthesr
Duke.,
The Ewbaffadors of Venice denyed andicnce by

ike
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nators,
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the Florentines, : A o . g% ¢ o iR QAL ﬁﬂ...( ‘s‘ta“ o
e 2 rprife againf¥ the infidels impeached. 88 ) 1};32?&113
g:" Penctians é'f'.g“” warre agaynft the Dyke. A confpivacic of cimtm C':'tr;"icm ;:gtf;inﬁ Piere e > 2 3(?”};
effano Porcars deterwmn‘i to farprize Rome,  Ji Medici. - _ Yo Ao ;}%{ZE“* 4
K:: df?mercd andput todeath by the Pepe. Piero armeth againft bis enemes. :‘lgi > x,::g ¢g4 )%?‘S‘,:ﬁ,ﬁl
i 4 C‘”Ff 0. _ The enemsics of Pievo banifbed Flovence. 5 = | AL :_?"é-e{ 7?(;}3‘"5‘ = 7%
pe Califto 3. cnfiaqaretb tomake warve againff  An Oration made by Pievp in bis boy eiobeSe ' l O\ EnS?mZ{EaS

the Lnfidels, gining croffes to the fonldiers , and rators ot e ) o

‘therefore the enterprife was called lz Crociasa :
but st proceeded no.
Merpailons tempeft about

barme proceedsng thereb 7.

Glonandi Angio in the name of the French King
taketh poffe(fion of Genoua.

Florence , and great

The Duke of Milan goeth to Floyence,
The Florentines againft the 1 olterans,
Federgo_]?qk: of Vrbino an excellent Captasne.
Bad condition of Galinz.z.o Diske of Milan.

Treafon againf? thas Ditke,

dTHE FIRST BOOKE OF

the Florentine Hilkorie.

greatan Empire builded vpontheblood of fo many vertuous men, conid notbe lof}
withoutthe {loath of Princes, infidelitie of minifters, great forces, and much ob ;.
nacie in them, who affaulted thefame:: fornotonely, one fortof people , bt many
multitudes inthat a&ion confpired. The lirft enemies,which cameto the deftruéti-
onofthe Roman Empire afterthe Cimbri(vanquithed by Arapizs the Romane)were
the Vifigottiswhich name in our language, may bee called Gotti of the Weft. Thele
people, after fome conflicts inthekEmpire, and through the fufferance ofthe Em-
perours , long time continued theirdwellings vponthe R iver of Dazabio. And al-
, though atfundrie occafions, and fundrie times , they afaulted the prouinces belon-
| ging tothe Empire, yet were they by the power of thc_Emperours fromtimeto time
g impeached : and at faft by Theodotioglorioufly vanquithed. Sothat thereby being

;

I

|

i The death of the D ; W 2 - P :
Dffention betweene the Fregofi and Gionanni, The death a:;: the C;'l}e;,.',, 1 HE people inhabiting the North_ » beyordthe
SR D ed I B N X' Inthe e}; ht;;f. k ; | Riuers ot Reyweand Danubio , being borneina
- Q0] ] - ] 5 1 % B Iy - 2, - 34 o> 1
Ow hifdtb¢fm¢“‘h5.°°k°- AR ( : Osjﬁ:‘rar:‘eagm',,jg; Lor.m’z,: wnd Ginlimodz - B | cold Region, yetwholefome & aptto gencrati-
H S 35 10 cantinne 4 C_".mman-mdt Medici, W g { on, do many times encreate , and become o Fo-
The Cittizens of Florence defire Cofimods  The bemurder of Ginliano, : ! /R4 pulous,that pait of them are c6ftrained to aban-
Medicitoreforme the Cirgie Raneds o, ¢ deatl of the Archbiftop, and fome other Con- /1l dontheir natiue countries,and feeke nevy places .
Lucea Pites, By ijﬁ:zzz F Era v ‘ 1 wherero remaine. The order whichthofe peo- The o;fc:
it2i by, : ‘ G L rancefco Pazz;, ‘ f tdindifceri e 1 i e 1; of the Nor-
?_Zczpun 5mldcdm¢gny?centtj'. The death of Giacopy di p S ; ple hotd indifperfling the inhabitants , is SHOdi B e
.]_,: ath of Cofimo ds M e, The Pope and K;”P 5y S D 7y uide themfeluesintothree parts,yet o, as in eize-
4 e commendation of Cofirgo. Thedeath qu,,',fm di?;;r deo the Florétines. || ric one , may be fome of thenobilitie,, and fome
eaics. 1499, ] al of the people: fome oftkesich and me ok
5 : ] : 1l pL.QJ 1 B 1W0IME G ine rICil Ang lome ortne
RN G b poore cquallie diuided : which done, theone
o g ; 1 / || part(whole ot falleth {o our)leaueth that coun-
1 ~ try and feeketh fortune elfewheretoabide. The 'Lhc Nor-
! othertwo parts of the people there remaining , doo pofleffeand enioy the landes of ;;}i’:{:ﬁlﬂ;
i | them that are departed. Thele people were thofe which deftroyed the Romane Em- Romane 5m.
pire; whereuntothe Emperoursthemfelues gaue fome occafion by forfaking Rowme, pite.
! theantient Emperiall feate, and fetling them(clies at Constantingple:For thCl;f?b‘y' the
/ | Weft part of the Empire became weake, leffe regarded , & more eafieto t()qxaarx*lq ed
iy - both oftheir owne minifters,and others their enemies. Surely thedeftruétion of
% |
|
|

brought vnder his obedience,they could not againe make any King ouer them, bug

contented with the Emperours paie, vader his gouernment and enfigne, tft'ley liued
and ferued. ButTheodorio being dead , and leaving readio and Hororio his fonnes,
heires ofthe Empire, (butnotof his vertue and fortune) thetime, withthe Prince
Clearlyaltered and chaunged. Zheodotio authorized vnto three parts of the Empite, Th %‘"3’11:::
three gouernours, IntheFaft, Ruffino, inthe Weft § tillscone and in Affrica Gildo- chree goers:
%i9. Fueric oneofthele, determined afer the deathﬁ()&hm Prince, not to gouerne mests,

R



