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Gionianit6letvponthe Kingdomeand in O&ober 1 45 g.witha mightienauic he

departed from Genoina. And landing at Baia, marched fromthenceto Seffa, wherehe

- wasbythe Duke of that countrey receiued. Then camevntoGionannithe Prince of

T arranto, the Cittizens of Aquil4, with many othertownes and Princes, in fo much
asthatKingdome was almoftruined. Ferranmdo feeing that, delired aide of the Pope

~ and the Duke. Alfotohaue the fewer foes; made peace with:Gifmondy Malarefls,

wherewith Gracopo Piceinino (being naturall enemy to Gifmonde ) became fo much

~difpleafed;as he difcharged himfeltefromtlie feruice of Ferrindo, and ioyned with

Gionaitni. Ferrandoalfofent money to enterteine Fedzrigo Lord of 7 rbino, and within
fhort fpaceheaflembled (according'vntothatrime) a greatarmy. Thenmarched he

to the rinerof Sarzi, where he found the éncm'yg and foughtwith him:inwhich

confliét,theforces ofKing Ferrando were ouerthrowne, and many of his principall
Captainés taken. Burnotw ithﬁandiﬁg this ouerthrow, the Cittie of Naples, witha
fewe other townes, and fome Princes, continued faithfull to Ferranda, though all
thereftofthe Realme, and Nobilitie, yeelded their obedience to Giosansi. Giacopo
Puccinino pextwaded Gioanni to follow the vi€torie, and prefently to marche to
Naples;thereby to poffelle himfelfe of the chiefe Cittie of theKingdome; which
Giowanni refuled to do, faying he would firft fpoile all the countrey, and then it
would bemore eafieto furprize the Gittie, which wasthe caufe, he failed to per-
formethatenterprife: for heknew not, thatthe parts do morewillingly follow the
head,then the head doth follow them, After thisouerthrow, theKing Ferrands be-
ing fled into Wuples;thither reforced vntohim dinerfe of his fubiects, who were
driien fromtheir cotintreys: then by alt curteous meanes he leuied men and mo-
ney to make anew Camp, fending againe foraide tothe Popeand Duke. From the
one and the other ofwhome hewas aided more fpeedily and abundantly then be-
forerime he had bene, bicaufe they greatly feared, he (hould otherwife lofe his

Kingdome. King Ferrando inthis{ort growne ftrong, marched out of &aples, and :

hauing gotten fomerepuratiof, recouered allo part of his loft townes. During thefe
warres in theKingdome,achance happened,that virerly depriued Giopanni de Angia,
of reputation and meane to haue victorie in that enterprife. The Genouefi bemg
wearie of the French infolent and couetous gouiernment, tooke armes againftthe
Kings Gouernour there, and forced him toflee to thelitt}e Caﬂl_e of Génona, The
Fregofi and the Adorni were content to joyne in that altion, and by the Duke of
Milan they became furnifhed of money and men, bo.th forthewinning, and kee-
ping the Cittie. Sothat the King Rinato with his nanie came tothc’ch‘c—oug of Iifs
{onne, and hoping to recouer Genona, by meane ofthe fmall Caftle, in landing hxs
fouldiers, was ouerthrowne s and forced with fhame to returne vnto Prouenzis
Thefenewes being carried to the Kingdome of Naples, greatly difmaied Grouann
de A7gio : notwithftanding , he flill followed his enterprife, and continued the
warre, being feried by thofe Barons whowere rebelled, and could not loskefor
favour of Ferrando. Inthe end, after many accidents,thofetworoyall armies ioyned
battell, wherein, neare varo the Cittie of Troia, Gionanni was vanquifhed, th_ cyeare
1 463 Thisouerthrow did not fo much hinderthefucceffe of the King Gionanits
asdid thereuolt of Giacopo Piccinine, who left him, and ioyned with King Ferrando
whereby being fpoiled of his forces, he retired into Hiffria, and from thence to
Fraunce, T his warre continued foure yeares, and was in theend loft by h1§ owne
negligence, for it was manytitnes in good way of viGorieby the vertue of his foul-
diers. Therein the Floentines intermedled not apparantly, yer werethey defired by
Embafladors ofthe King Gisnanni of Arragon (newly come to that Kingdome by

thedeath of 4lfonfo) o afsift the enterprifeof Ferrands his nephevy, as th"i’)Y hag
oun
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bound them(elues by theleague lately madewith Alfonfohis father. Towhomeby
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faCtionsbepermitted. Itisthento be confidered,that the Citizens in everie ftate do
win reputation, either by publike or priuate meanes., Publike reputation is gotten
by victorieinthe field, by furprizing of townes,by wifeand difcreet performing of
Embaffages, or by counfailing the State grauely and fortunately. By priuare meanes
menattain to reputatid, by plealuring particuler citizés, by fauing them fr6 punith-
ments, by relieuing them withmoney, by aduancing thé vaworthily to honors and
offices, and by enterteining the common peoplewith fports & publike gifts, From
thefe caufes, fation, following,and partaking do proceed. And as reputation thus
gotten is hurtful, fo the other not being intermedled with fa&tion,isthe occafion of
great good,bicaufeitis grounded vponno priuate, but common commoditie. And
albeitamong fuch Citizens,fo great difpleafures wil grow,as the wildome of man s
notableto preuét,yet witing partakers to follow thé for proper profit, they cannot
byany way hinderthe common-weale,but (hal rather help it: for in afpiring to that
they would come vnto, it behoueth them to indeuor the aduancement of the ftate,
and particularly onetorefpect the other,fo much, as the lawes & ciuil orders benot
infringed. The enimities of Florzce were alwaies followed with factions,and ther-
fore hurtfull to the ftate,neither was any victorious fa&tion lon gervnited, thenthe
contrary part continued inforce: for fo fooneas theenemies were extinguithed, the
faction remaining no more in awe of the enemy, nor hauing orderto bridle it felfe,
became dinided. The faction of Cofimo de Medici inthe yeare 1434. remained with
victorie. Neuerthelefle,bicaufethe partie opprefled was ftil great,and full of migh-
tie men, it continiied vnited and tollerable, folong, as among thofe ofthe fa&i6,no

error was comitted,and the people for no euilldefert did hatethz: and whenfoeuer -

that gouernment had need of the people to reeftablifhtheir authoritie, they found
themreadietogiue vitothe chicefe of the factionthe Balis,and whatfoeuer elfethe
defired. Thus fr5 the 1434.till the 55. being 21. yeares,they were c5firmed in office

6.times, ordinarily elected by the Councels. There werein Florence (as we haue di-

uerfetimes faid) two moft mightie Citizens, Cofimo de Medici, and Neri Capponi, of
whome, Verihad gained hisrepuration by publike meanes: by reafon whereof, he
had many friends,butfew followers. Cafims onthe other fidebeing afpired both by
publikeand priuate waies, had not onely many friends, but alfo many followers,
Thefetwo men continuing vnited,during their liues, eafily obreined ofthe people
whatloeuer they defired,bicaufe they had loue mixed with authoritie. But the yere
1455.being come, Ner7 dead, & theaduerfe part extinguifhed,Cofimo found nofmall
difficultic tobe c5firmed, and his own friends being moft mightieinthe ftate,were
caufetherof : bicaufethey feared no more the cGtrary faction put downe, & defired
to decreale the power of Cofimo; which was thebeginning ofthofe dinifions which
followed after inthe yeare 1466. So asthey vntowhome the offices apperteined, in
their councels,where the publike gouernment of that ftate was debated, did alleage
it was not comieniétthat the authoritie of Bafia (hould berefiimed, But tharthe or-
der of election ought proceed,as it was wont,by lots, and not according ro thefor-
mer Squittini. Cofime, 1o quallifiethis humor, had to determine vpon one of thele
two remedies, either by forcé withtheaide of his friends and followers to poflefle
himfelfe of the State,and therewith to compell the contrariefaQtion, or elfeto fuffer
thematter Pmceed,and intime let his friendsknow that not his honor,but their re-
puration was by the enemy rakenaway. Of thefe two remedies, lie made choife of
the laft : for hee knew well , that the Squirtini being fulleft of his friends, him-
{elfe could notincurreany perill, and might alfo at his pleafure refume the Stare,
The Cittic then determined to create the Magiftrates by lot : the greateft number
thought the libertie recouiered, and thar the offices fhould not after be allotred,
according

t
~ toleaue the gouernmen
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goo_d[qmice was madeKnight,and he todeclare himfelfenolefle thankfull to the
State;thenthe State hiad bene to him, caufed that the Officers called Priors delli Artis

-hauing pafied theirauthoritie,(hould be called Priori della Liberta.He ordeined alfos

thavw hereas the Gonfalomere waswoontto fitonthe right hand of the Rettori, that
afterhefhould be placed in the middeft of them. Moreouer, tothe end that God
mightleeme partaker of thisattion, they made publique procelsions and prayers,
thanking him for the reftauration oftheir honors. 7 wccawas by the Semate, and by
€ofima richly prelented. T.o himalfo euerie other Cittizen reforted,and cauefome-

what, fothat it was luppofed that the fummie of his prefents amounted vito twentie

thouland duckets. In conclufion, he afpired to {uch greatne(le of reputation, as
Lngeasaiid not Cefimo, feemedito gouernethe Cittie. Thereupon heconceiued fo
great confidence;that he begantobuild two houfes, the onein Florence,the other
i Rueciano, amile diftant from the Cittie, both ftately and kingly buildings. But
that in.Florepce was much larger then by any private Cittizen had euer bene buil-
ded..For performance thereof, he fpared not to vle all extraordinarie meanes. For
notonely private Cittizens and particuler men did prefent him, and help him with
things neceflarie for his building; but thewhole comminaltie and people did pur
their hands to his works. Moreouer, allbanithed men, and euerie other perfon ha-
uing committed murther, theft, or other offence, whereof he feared publique pu-
nithment (if he wereabled to hisferuiceany way) might without all danger reflort
thither. The other Cittizens, although they builded nor like vnto him,%etwerc
th ey no lefle violent, and inclined to opprefsion : o as, albeit Floresce had no warre
abroad to hinder it, yet was itby the Cittizens within opprefled. Inthofe dayes (as
isbefore fayd) happened the warre in the Kingdome: and fomewarres were alfo
made againft thehoule of Malateffi, by the Pope, being deliroustotake from them
Rimino and Cefena 2{othatinthis enterprile, and his ftudie to mouethe warre againft
the Turke, Pope . Pio confunied his Papacie. But Florence continued il in diuifi-
ons and troubles, For then: began the faction of Gofimo to be dinided within it
felfe,the yeare 1 45 5. which happened by the occafions beforefaid. Yetwere they
(for that time) by his wifedome appeafed. Bur the yeare 64. being come, Cofimo
fell againe fick, and dyed. Avhisdeath, both friends and foes lamented : forthey,
who in relpect of the State Joued himnot, fecing what extortion was vied bythe
Cittizens in his life, doubted (leaft Cofimobeing dead whome all menreuerenced)
they thould be vtterly ruined, and of hisfonne Piero they hoped not much. Foral-
beithe were of difpofition a good man,yet being fickly,and new inthe gouernmeét,
they thought he fhould be forced to refpet others ; who without any bridle,
would become firong and incorrigible. Euerie man therefore feared ro find great
want of Cofimo. T his Coftmovyas themoft efteemed, and moft famous Cittizenb(be-
ingno man of warre) that euer had bene in the memoric of man, either in Florence,
orany other Cittie, bicaufe he did not onely excell all others (of his time) in autho-
ritieand riches; but alfo in liberalitie andwifedome. For amongft otherqualities
whichaduanced him to be chiefe of his Countrey, hewas more then other men, li-
betalland magaificent. Which liberalitie appeared much more after his death then
bgf‘b‘r‘b, For his {fonne Piere found by his fathers R ecords, that there was not any
Cittizen of eftimation, to whom; Cofimo had niot lent great fummes of money : and
many times alfo vorequired he did lend to thofe Gentlemen , whome he knewe
IO_'hz{11e-need. His magnificence likewife appeared by diuerfe his buildings. For
withiin. Florence , he builded the Abbaies and Tem ples of S.carco, . Lorenzo,
;:E the. ?1/101?3{12'!‘; OF S.Verdiana, Anq in the Mounmines of Fiefole , §.Gero-
ianoy wWith the Abbey thereunto belonging. Alfo in M ugello, he did not onely

repaire

1ides thofe magnificent buildi
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Andwhofocueroppo(cd ;hcmfcIILes agaf}]’imcfk ,Wh() being 0 med \’V;Fh;blnﬁaf

; the penetians can Dearc y 12 1 - o dilioyned,were fitt
ﬂafch“lihgﬁﬁg lppe, werealwayesvictotious R bR il ey foyne
gainlkine frer by Franceféovi&tored and OPPIEALS.. e, made both Naples
by Philippo;and altet [¥ ftate of Florepse, Cofimo with his cf G pcac'c"ﬁ[i'i nfelfe

d 7 enicefo fcarceof moneys s they were Conﬁ‘aynfgfig;awz:vﬁzouéd againftCos
an Vﬂmfed vith. Whatfoeuer difficultie or CO%U' iercofwasvt;o‘ hisgioric,.and the
waspleate \hn orwithout theCittic; theendt ©ords increafed his authoritie
oy e-ltherwuf lllis enemies, Therefore all ciuill dl'cﬁrabroad 'He annexed tothe
ﬂiri(}:;j:;: %cn(i forraine warres aﬂgm?}jﬁﬁ“,{ﬁﬂ;%ﬁa, Cafentino, ar{d«thégllzzlgc
: D ntrey Borgo.at S.SPIT% iemies and aduanced B
inion of his Countrey ofed all enemies > and aduancec 2=
tominio e and fortuné PR ‘e o day of 8.Caffmo and Darsidnt:

with Alﬁwﬁragainﬂ the

of Bagro, Thus his vertt 1380, 0Nt 0 A e,
friends. Hewasborne 11 the Yc?lr of troubles, as app earcth by his exile, hl!: !ﬁ“ he

The ficft part of his life was cflelath- “Alfo atthe Councell of Confranz4 gﬂétm dif-

fonment, and his danges® 7 ¢ Popes opprefions REMEEL ke fined

> i) after the , J
went with hie Pop%fémgzﬁ{ating pafled the fortic yeare th 1111 B ubliqne

uife himfelfe, and c onely they which ioyned w! crieplace of Bu-
moft happily : in fomuch, as N0 maneged his treafure 18, g':l;l hoIil o Floe

3 ; ermen alfo _tl’_l?t cefsiwe gich hOW ¢
adtions, butall otb £ his felicitie.’ Alfo many €X Benohi y Dortinart s and 84

id perticipate ©! . T ornabuoni s . for-

':?ZJ l?aldt};leif baginmng fromeh[lnﬂ;r; ?fep:nding_ vppon flfll,s cm‘lgie“a’ngnfiuing

ferti. Befides all thefe, euctl his building of L €Mpiers SO
3

nd albeit that
tune, became wealthie, A
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of almies, was knOWﬁéIq e H I—. SPOR1E
timeslament,that he hag ;gtl{gggt“f%};éﬁéorld-, yetwould he to his friends man
o = 1 afiq ‘ R e .
;l"he dferc_rip. tl;at hefotind himfelfe fill in hpi y b_.dé‘kc‘;cd %Wed fomuchtothe honor of God, bu¥' - wasenforced vnto.Whichgrieued Cofpmogreatly,finding that hehad endured great
tae ;.ccf plexion _bt:ownc, and of prefence vener b? .t0r. Hewas of meane ftature, in com- | paines,and fpent much,to aduancea man vithankfull and perfidious.Moreouerby
fo, and b :}atu;aﬂ wifedome; friendlie to his frienils " ;ﬂl‘?a{ﬂﬁd, yet eloquent; atidfull of ‘ t_hc weaﬁkncll‘cz of his bodie;hefound himfelfe vnfit tofollow either priuate orpub-
4 rli?]n ¢ was frugall; in counfell aduifed, in é}?tla]ch““ﬁﬂl tothepoore. In conuerfa- | qulcaﬂaires,uvhqrebsrrhcone?and the other,mifcarried. Becaufethe Citie wasde-
NG, wittie; and grave. Rinaldode li —4’1 P e tion ched;c, infpeech and anfwe- royed by the Citizens, and his owne fubftance by his minifters and children was
meffage,faying thatthehen did fic: wh sz In the beginning of his exile fent him | confumed. Allthelethingsinthelaftend of hisage, did greatly difquiet his minde:
uer hatch, being farre from her néﬂ Tcreumo Cofimo anfwyered, that fhe could ne- \ Notwithftanding he died withglorie. -Andall theprincipall Citizens, and allthe
fleptnot : heanfwered, that he beleeu dohothf-‘f Rebels who fent him word the Cheriftian Princes did condole his death with Pietro hisfonne; and accompanied his
from them. Vnto the Pope Pis, p {? the r?l:m'e3 bicaufe there, {leepe was tak CE . coarfetothe T empleofS. Lorenz, where with great pompeit wasburied: and by
Turke, Cofpmofaid, Anoldmant ’}.{P_C!r] wading Princes to take Armes againft the ~ publique confent was writtenvpon his Tombe, Pater Patrie. Ifinthisdifcourfe of
dors of Zenice, who came with tg cthinhand ayong enterprife. Tothe Embafla- Cofimao,1 haue imitated thofe,which hauewrittentheliues of Princes;and notthofe
rentines;he thewed his head bare emeflengersof 4lfonfo,to complaine of the Flo . which writevniuerfall hiftories: let no‘man.maruellthercat. Forhee beingarare
whité: Then hereplyin fa'darl? 'andz.isked of what colourit was ? thev anfivere ci ‘ man inour Citie, deferued I'thould affoord‘himcxfx_'aordinary commendation. In
heAdS TR Rt e [r-%,s i .,ft atf creit belong;your Senators will alfo Eam; ’ hi _ thofedayes, thar 7 lpyence and Tealy ftood in the conditions aforefaide; Luig: King of
eyes; asked him for what c:g ;ec};: f b h?“rf:s before his death, feeing him fh?: }!lt's France,was with grecuous Warres afTaulted. For the Lords of his owne Countrey,
Citizens faying vnto him after his r0 did 2He anfwered, to bring themin vfe S[omlé afsifted by the Dukes of Bretagnaand Burgogm,n_ladc thewar fogrearvpon theKing,
and offended God , in bani(hi f_ctumeﬁom exile, thathe hindered th .C - that he had no meaneto aide the Duke Gionanni de 'Angio, 1 his enterprife of Gewona
It was better to hal,lc C 11hing 1o many honeft men ? To them hee 'ani’ 1helcy and the kingdo{ne. Butiudgingthat he had needeof ayd whatfoeuer, he gauethe
fended with beades i a Cittie hindered, then loft; and that the State v WERES Citie of Sanona(thenin his hand and keptby Frenchmemto FransefeoDuke of M-
fpeake euill of him in mens hands. Which words, gaue his enem vasnot de- dan : lerting himvnderftand,that (if helo pleafed) hemightalfo with his fauour, af-
e 1, as aman that loued himfelfe' more then hi Y25 ILdtielto | fault Gemowa. Which offerwas accepted by Franiefco, and eitherthroughtherepuita-
i'lOt‘nccec[Tg:-g CIt(})lll;}vorld, then the world to come Mai:;i oltshfl?{} ey e tionofthe f{ings' friendhip,orthe fagourofthe Adornishe became Lord of Genona. nT}}cDE‘R:f -
; 1¢ . : ¥ . P . : ) N A . . tlan,Lord o
brought vmo‘}-‘lormi ngﬁf rlfj : ago alouier and preferrerof lcar‘gég%jézs t};‘;rn E : - “Thetodertart himfele thenkfull forthe desiehr recc1_u_ed O&helﬁlgg,hi‘{cm 1rt1]t_0 i
fiing , 6" the’end fhat'th% ¢ (})’mﬁ 1 ¢ ;czjlan.borr}c, and inthattime of ﬁngul’crlea: i France totheKingsaide, athoufand fiue hundreth horfc,condllag , YG" “‘ﬁz”’o nl: :
Greeketoong, and other his good le rence l{mght be by him infiructed in th ' cldeftfonne. Thus Ferrands of dragon; and mefcﬂ:{ﬁ’rm, were become, t %N‘ 1
lio Ficino, a {ccond father of the Phi arnings.'He enterteyned in his houft € Duke of Lombardyand Prince of Genona: the other, King of allthekingdome of ¥4
Alfo, to the end he migh the Philofophie of Plsto, and him he Lol ‘ - ples. And hauing ‘marricd their children,theone,tothe other, they deuifed by what
more aptly vie hi ight with commoditie exeréife the ftudi entirely loued. | meates they might during their liues maintaine théir countries with fecuritiesand
re aptly vle his help thercin, he gaue hita certainela ® NS otlcamif hdid : frerthei dy ol Tefameto theirheires. For which purpofe,they thought
gdg c’ggz}: ThlS{h : V(I?[Cdomc’ thefe hisriches: ih?:tmm: L fl']]?? e Vg L douleif iat 'I:le;c[cﬂg;riee?;lai ’tl‘(x)cllciaiﬁz fhould aﬂ"ure'him(clfcnoﬁhofe Barons, whichin thewar
re the caufes, that in Florence he o nner of life, and this fortune L ; 1 f s A the Duik mollldendcuour-hiﬁl—
oy o b N e e P i, BASERET Ehy heea
teritie fuch a foundati o ped T :1o'as he left vnro his po- | 3 : : 3 Giacopo P1iciti
fon, as they might with vertue-equall him ; and 1 b rallenenies o hebel, grownexp ngret ep A0 eprinceongh o
' ! whowasthe chicfeft Capiie 4 his dominion affured , nor

he Duke who could not account nt
gnes, ifGiacopodid fill liue. TheKingtherforeby all meanes
ith his Barons; handling!

bewateof : chiefly t

t utlé ; farl.‘e ]lI-[II v‘/ {() 2720 11d( I ¢
> & CXCC” hat It1e ] € 'y
VEenLe 2 (0)y l {‘O

ellewhera in! Che:
iere in'Chriftendome, he deferued the fame: notwithftan dingsisnehrond

] 2 € en
hematter cunningly to affure hirm

the Barons did thinke,that in con

of hislife, hehad
the one (of whg great forrowes. For of two onely fo ' :
otclotwhome he moft hoped) did ; y fonnes, Pietro, and Gionanni, !
!t)i?;efgfa; nﬁble cicher for P“g;iqge cl)r }glrsl'/s;tg}ir?é?erwas continually fick, and | g:)ltfl'c Eft' :tl?cnr:lal(vehggil]c;c\ITOLft very happily-BfCﬂ“fe
chnar%‘é fi ’Héfi cal'l‘gc? him tobe carried about thé‘ h(l)?lrf]é 'I:[: {3 T;ucfh - ! tinuing thcw;varre 1gainﬁ[hdr King,thc[amewouldbf;]inthe Crzldft he'irvndg"bfe
1€, » and faide, this houfe i ule, and he following the e | : : 3 they hould fland att ekings difcretjon. Pt c¥
offerided the greatne(fe of his i WS Ollcr%reat for fofmall a familie. It alf ~ ruine: and yeelding tothepeace, IV © st i moft certaine , frcommert (o
‘  predtrielie’s - | 21 5 fo SR (huethareuill whichis moft certaine , ircomt
larged the Florentine d of his minde, that he had not (in his ow b caufe mendo moft willingly €7 - ,thefe Lords gaue
him the ‘more, knc ominion with fome honorabl Gl D affe,that Princes ma caﬁlydeccmeothers offellEpover: angle o h
he ‘more, krowing that F 10T e conquelt. And it oricued ' Pelity ; Y noth ifeftdan (’,rof"thc‘z‘vﬂff‘f’yeddcdt o
bur Earle xnowing that Erancefco Sforzi had decei . grieue credit totheKing, Fortheyfecingt I s . opprefled : which
1t Eatle, promifed , that o fooné 4s b eceied him, who bein his S ki b 1 fundrie occalions by hit OpPEEt €07 Wi
winne the Cittie of Zucca f as hee was pollefled of Cirilan , hee swor & feluesinto his hands, and WEre VPP, 7 0 feis .1 his forces at Salmond.
RSB ih e e LAl VW dewas iy greatly difimaied Gincopo DI thattimetemanBg s ;o hepradlifed by his
b with his fortune changed his minde, and'b 10t performed , bi- And toremoueocca IonthferYthCKlﬂgmlghtOpprfﬁ‘e. im, 'dp b y
: ; ; 4 ‘ and
e by Sn-wy that flate with peace, which he b eing become Duke, friend be reconciled tothe Duke Francefco, who hauing made 1m great
: citherkeepe 2oy ehad gotten by warre. Th Sl 2 e i into his hands : andbeing &7
te e petouch witl : DY CIREICHE 7 ekimlele 00 3
* he was Duke, make anie more wgr;g;ﬁ”;;?ﬁg?nyhot};eri]nezrher would he af- fg notxrgb;eoﬁ'ﬁrzgg gﬁirﬁlioigﬁemvfent to Milan to prefent himfelfe vito t‘l}:e
e thatfor hisowned het mpaniea W i with his , fift forthe Duke
| edefencehee | Duke. Giacapo had long fest od his father, and with his brother ; fi Philipo,

was



‘Giacopo Pic-
~cinino,Upec-
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Duke.
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Philippo;and after forthe people of <atilan: Whereby he gained greatacquaintance
inthat Citie,and the good will of the multitude, which was encreafed by the prefent
condition of the Cite, Forthe good fortune,and great power of the houfe of Sfor-
=4, hadkindled greac enuie s And Giaegpa for his adueriitieand long ablence , was
greatly by the people pitied;who defired much to fee im. Allwhich thingsappea-
redat his comming.For.welneare all the Nobilitie went to meet him,and the {treets
werefull of thofé whichdefired to fechim. Befidesthat, great honour wasfpoken
of himand hisfouldiers. -Alkwhich things,did haften his deftruion, becaulethey
encrealed fifpition;and the Dukes defliretoopprefle him. For the more cduert per-
formancetheréof, the Duke deuifed, thar the marriage with his daughter Drufiaina,
whohad benelong before contracted vato him, (hould now befolemnized. Then
he practifed with Ferrando,t6 entertaine him, for Generall of his Army, and promi-~
fed him a hundreth thoufand Flormsinpreft. After this conclufion,Gracopo, accom-
Ppanied with the Dukes Embaflador;and Drufians his wife, went vnto Naples,where
he was ioyfullyand honourably receined ; and for diuerfe dayes enterteined with

 allforts of eriumph and feafting. But at length defiring to go vnto his Campe (which

Giacopo Pic-
<inino,murs

shered.

Thedeath of
the Duke Fa-
celco.

Piero di Me-
dici,

heleft at Sabmona) he was by the King conuited to dinnerinthe Caftle, Thedinner
being ended, both heand hisfonnewereimprifoned; and (hortly after put to death,
Whereby maybe percéiued s that our Jtdlian Princes haue feared that vertueino-
thers, which was not to be found in themfelues : and did fmother the famefo long,
asnovertue atall beingleft; our country became (hortly after,afflit ed and ruined.
Inthefe dayes the Pope Pio hauing fetled all things in Romagna , thought the time
ferued well, inrefpéct of the viuerfall peace, to moue the Chriftians to make warre
againft the Turke: according 1o the plot ferdowneby his predeceflors. To the per-
formance of this exployt,all Prinices did contribute mony or men. And in particuler
Mathia King of Hungary,and €arle Duke of Borgegna, promifing to go in perfon,were
bythe Pope made Captaines generall of thatiourney, The Pope had‘£ reat hope
of proceeding inthis enterprife , thathe went from Rometo A meona, whereail tgc
Armiewereappointed toaflemble : and the Zenetians did promifeto fend veffels to
paflethefouldiers into Schiayonia. After the Popes arrinal inthat Citie,theconcourfe
of people there wasfo great;thar within fewedayesail the vi€uall of that citie,and
that could bebrought thithet from other places thereabouts , did not fuftice. Info
much as euerie man begarnto tafte of famine.Moreouer,there wanted mony to fuir-
niththe fouldiers of things needfull, and arme thofe that weredifarmed, Azathiaand
Carloappeared not , and the #enetians fent thither one onely Captainewithafewe
Gallies, rather to (hewe their pompe, and feeme to hanekept promife, thentopafle
tl}fc Armie. So.as the Popebeing old aud ficke,inthe middeft of thefe bufinefles and
dlf_Of ders | died. +, After whole death, euerie man returned home.. T his Pope
being dead, the yeare 146 5. Panlo fecunds , borne in the Cittie of 7 enice, alpired
to the Papacie.. “Abour that time; many other ftates of /#aly chaunged their go-
nernment. For the fame yeare following , died Francefco Sforza, Duke of cacilan,
hauing vfurped that Dukedome fixreene yeares.. 'And Galiazzo his fonne , was
proclaimed Duke. Thedeath ofthis Prince,, was the occafionthat the diuifjons of
Florence,became of mote force,and wrought their effe€ts with the more j peed. Af-
texthe death of Cofimodi Medici, Pierohisfonne being leftin poflefsion of the goods
and lands of his farher,called vntohim, Diotifalui Nereni ,aman of greatauthoritie,
amog the other citizens of moft reputation:and onein whom Gafimes repofed fogreat
tiift,as athis death he willed Piero both in his fubftance & ftate, to be by his counfel
‘?F’u?m"d’ Piero accordingly declared vito Diotifiluithe truft which Cafimo had in
Mm : Andbeeaufe he would thewe himfelfe as obedient to his father after death,as
) he

‘without peril! ,repaire

delired their ownegoods, a

-
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L b L b ift him with his counfell, both for the
he was in histife: he defired Diotifaluitoalsift him with his counfell, sdage
order of his parrimonie,and the gouernimnent oftheCitie;and tobegin Whll _hls own

=l AL i ] ort vito him with theirac-

i ifinel ded all his Officers torefort vito fi C
priuate bufinefle, he commaundca aiifiis e

d 1 ik Diotifalus, tothe endthathe mighthndeo ;-
counts,and leaue the fame wvith Diotifalut, tothe end S A A

SRR eft afterwardstobe

derand diforder of their domgs,g?d i counicél hm}(‘)’:liitt\?lzstruﬂ‘in him repofed.
done, Dissjulsigromi edis e dmg;_en((:ic , ael;c Eflrmd to haue committed many dif-
TheOfﬁcgtsbcmgcomeaﬂd e fvected his owneambition thenthe
orde hereupon (asamantharmorerelpectedll ambition, L
oracrs. AndI ;erC‘.u},O:’l 54 5 h d Ceiﬂed ofCaﬁm’O) 1mag1—n6d itwasea- ;
loue hebareto Piers, or the bencht i dal' I‘f:n s left him by his father.- Diatifalui Dfi,";im'?ﬁrﬁ"
3 ; i nd il of Diotifa
fieto dcceujif::l’zer% of thei F?Pu‘ta::?f{']li"] : oy (%emed . neltandtafonablcy e
came vito Piere offering N1 COUNTAIE; YV A o Heetold himwhadiforder

e o S o e - ion of Piere. Heeto
yervnderthe amelate g [he.dcﬁru& d him to prouide great fummes of mony
he found in hisaffaires, abd ho:jv nbeho_l(l)i in Eheﬂ‘ftc . and thetfore faid,he could

: : e credir, ar Ltatl 3 e e :

' olding of his credit,and reputat ' thofe debres
lfl(;;::glb@hulﬁegmy repairehis diforders andlofles, th'c? b}:? Cmi:"c;% é’r:rﬁ};o to gaine
which many iraungersand Citizens did owe vito B B0 e oy ofhis o
himfel Fe folioweis in Florence;and frlclldsifibl‘(md ’ffasrizf?;poﬁ e T hisoentts

3 ‘ . i : ummes A, Z
ftance ; andhad for that occalion lent outhi g L pescanion hotEah,

il ' ' 5 eft, fuppoling uld by ¢
falc to pierofeemed good, andhonetis TIPPE IS ipftanding folooneashee

uaclie With'hissgz&e offended , then it hee (hould haué

nd withourelpect they fpake cuill of him, {laundering

r > . . ]d Po_
JIuifeeing this common al 2
couetous. lﬂflﬁh_ gl : yoca A practife a-
e y his counfaile,ioyned himfelfe with Lzt s

ini ‘ ' 1tatl= § Medicie
4 take from Piero,epUtati= g Me
Pitti, Agnolo Accaingliyand Nichel Sadmm’dgtt?lrcl:gtlllgtgc)t?or diuerfe refP'e& g, Lucca
b 1 -
on and gouernment, Thele menweremoue : e tofuch greatne e 28
delired tofucceed in the placeof Cofimo for hee w: [}!31 e don e
he diidained 1oawait PR i Diﬂt{ﬁjﬂﬁ lériom]r:\g "CplltatiOIl,iI wouild in fhort
O 1t 1 7 ada 1o St ; - y at
ey : ne,thought if Pieroha AIOBN L
chiefeof thegouciivs ’z'; mlagSat.’crém . delired that the Cirtienmg

; i l L Alfo betwixt
time fall vpon himfelfe. t theirdifcretion: ;
berte, an r;i::lcr difpleafures: The occalion

might gouer
iberti e Magiftrates migf
libertie, andthatth & dici remained partb e e i vy O&M‘;‘b:o‘
g c tween the
het through herowne default,

called for thefedebts, the Citizens grew

himtobe aman vinthankfullan !
puler difgrace,which Piero had gotten

|
|

: 1O Me

Agnoloand the houfe of o, hablonp ‘

C his. Rafaellohisfonne, nac ol o=~ ' A
j;ftl:zgf ;nfj‘:*iz::illlsed \vJ;h hera great dowric. She,eit S B nd, cuill handied: g

inlawean ; i
hemalliceof others, wasby her father being moued with compaflion, went
(')V\r/th crm{POn Rrenzode larione het kmi’mﬂr:i’m een a%ld rcoke her outofthehoufe of
, ied with many arme ’ his iniuriedonethem,
4 com qn[ﬁd Wfth d ()_f[ 1511
inthe night accomps

ainoli plaine :
tonolo. Agnoloand -he reft of the Aecia’ z;ﬁ’z{hzcilncgrmg of Cafimd'; who 1udgc:id 51:3;1;
- fA L trc . ) , ‘ 1
bfthe ardsThe matet H60 oo oney receiued W ith Aleffandra, a8
the A(:cj:zi;mlz'

ﬂ‘.OIl:]d rf:ﬂo'rr::thcmatfrlagcmfdFc wasdifpoled. Agnalo thought him-
afterto return toner

or NOt,as ¢k hee could

hu(b?g?éga;; handled by Coffmo,0f w 11.01;‘1; l;gca'ilﬁcfe kg
fefeinthisiudgemel/ bt to executethereuenge vpor his (c)i:d allone occalion,
notbe reuenged,he Fhouﬁgc diuerfiticof their humoxs » Pl oo o hyshe coun-
. Imtwnhﬂaﬂdmgtthf: Ciriegouernedby themag‘ﬁraﬁ, ecechof himwas en-
fayingthey o : hﬂ'ucl (iire towards Psero, andthe Cl:: r(?ut and laide the fault
faileofa fewe. The 'd-lfp etag ho at that timebecame bal]h;ﬁily had hindered their
e i / be vndone. Befidesthat,

: 1is moneé
llmghomehls
0. for that he callifig ] Cirieto i ‘
thereof vpon Piero; withthe prcmdu:e ofthe with Clarife Orfini whe;ege
t

it and forcedthem . dige ey rie
tcl‘rlzc; !c;}jjr(lhngi{e ,thathe pradiifedto marty
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the Citizens conceiuced thar he did difdaine to make alliance with any Citizen : ther-
forepreparedto viurpethe ftate, and make himfelfe Prince. Forwhofoeuer difdai-
rieth his owne Citizensto be of his kindred, delireth to haue them his fibiects. In
thelerefpectsthey had no reafonto be his friends. Theleaders ofthis fed ition, per-
{uaded themfeluesto hane thevitoriein their own hands,becaufethe greater num-
berof'the Citizens (deceiued with the name oflibertie,whercby'they viedto make
theirenterprifes;fceme more honeft) followed them. Thefe humoursthen boyling

- inthebreafts of the Cittizens, it was thought good tothem, whome ciuill difordes

difpleafed;to aﬂ’aic,ifby fomenew found mirth orfeaft,the mindes ofmen mightbe
fetled.For moft commonly the idle peoplebe inftruments for thofe that defire alte-
ration. Then toremoue thisidlenefle,and gitie fome occafion toalienatethe minds
of menfromconfideration of the ftate, theveare of Cosims his death being'pafled,
they tooke occalion to make the Citie fome mirth > ordeining two tryumphs more
folemne then was the cuftome. The one mad ¢ repreflentation how thethree Aagi
camefromthe Eaft, following the flarrethatleddethem tothe place where Chrift
wasborne : which was performed with fo greatfolemnitie, as enterteinedthe Citie
diuerfemoneths. The other was atorniament, wherein the principall yoong Gen-
tlemen ofthe Citie exercifed Armes againftallthe chiefe men of Armes in Italy, And
ofthe Florentine youth, Zorenzothe eldeft fonne of Pieys gained moft honor : for not

by fauour,but i deed by hisowne valour,hé wannethe beft prize.Thefettiumphs -

being ended, the Citizens returned to thinke of the flate,and euerie man with more
carethen before, ftudied to maintaine his owne opinion,whereofgreat diuerfitie of
conceits, and troubles enfued. The one was, that theauthoritie of Ba/ia tookeno
effect. Theother, by thedeath of Franceféo Duke of ailan. Whereupponthe newe
Duke Galiazzof{ent Embaffadors to Florence , to confirme the capitulations made b

Francefiohis father : wherein among other things it was coriclud ed,thatyearely the
Duke fhould receiue from them certaine fummes of money, Vponthis Article, the

Gouernours of the ftate, tooke occalion to hold opinion contrarieto the Houfe of .

Medjei;publiquely inthefe Councels, Inueying againft thar payment,alleaging thar
pencionto be promifed,notto Galiazzo, but vto Franecfio For Framceféobeing dead,
there was no caufeto cGtinueit. Becaufe in Galiazzothere was notthatvertue,which
was in Framcefco : and fo confequently, that good was not, nor could not belooked
forat his hand,which was found at his fathers. And although of Frazcefeo they re-
ceivednot much , yet were they to looke for lefle of Galiazas » and if any Cititzen
Would entertaine him,to mainteine his owne private power,that werea thing con-
trarieto ciuil] life,and thelibertie of the Citie. Piers onthe contrary,alleaged,that it
Werenotwell done, through couetoufnefle, tolofe afriend (hip fo neceffarie : and
thatthere was nothing fomeete, for the Common-weale, and all taly, asto conti-
nue inleague with thie Duke. Tothe ende that the wemctians feeing them vnited,
might not hope ejther by fained friend thiporby openwarre,to oppreflethe Duke-
dome. For if they fhould perceiuie , the Florentines vo haue forfaken the Dy ke, they
would prefently take Armes, and the rather, knowing he was yoong, newly come
tothe gouernment,and without friends. Wherofthey might hope either by fraud
orforceto win his countrey,which would be alfo the viter ruine of the Floresrine
Common-weale. Thefe reafons werenot allowed,and fecret hatred began openly
to theweit felfe, For the fame night, either partie, in diuerfe companies aflembled.
efriends of; theasedic, met at Crocetta, and their aduerfaries in Z# Pieta, who ftu-
dying to opprefle Piero,had gotrentheir enterprife fubferibed with the hands of ma-
ny Citizens, Alfo,being among #1any othertimes,one night affembled, they held a
particuler Councell for the maner of th cir proceeding ; when euerie man confented

‘1O

‘him : and allthis praa:tifc might bee pcrfor
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Medici : yetin the order how to bring the matter to

hoemgi(ggt wsere of mofttnodeft nature, thoug_htt_hat.thg .

; d.itwerebeft to findemeanes,thatthe fame might

- 15 ittie,, the au-
not be reuiued : for if the Councels and Magiftrates déd gogemi:ltli}gf%gfﬁis repu-
thotitic of Pisrowouldbeinfhort fpace cméngml_he fl::dilvg For being no more

: i it In MErc : 75
ok e (houldalfo lofehis credt sitie grow
; 2?32:: ::z]ggra; ;)cf]mio htimploy the publiquetreafure, he (hould ofnecelsitie g
b} to)

any caufetofeare
ichbei there wouldnot begfter , j .
KRl i pach ’ med without banithment of anie man;

I ood Cittizenoughrrode-
hllzt:ni%gtybgé incurred : forwhofoeuer

to diminifhthe poweroft
pafle,they concurred not. S
authoritie of the Balia being ende

3 1 2 7

and the libertie without bloud recoucre{cll, v‘é 2
IR b proceededé)}}forfg E)r;l]?)tlzg's will labourto ftaie himfﬁif vp.More=
i ' laione,l . ok Arfan aieany oc-
isreadie to fall alone,if hebeforcea by oth he fhall not
ouer, when ﬁotlllino’is done ,exrraordmarlfY_ag}fmfhﬁ hillrlrcli’thc fame wouldturne to
cafion TR I himﬁflﬁ:’ O - 'i: mgn 3 f:) as his ouerthrow fhall be

: ~de fufpition ineuer! : g o
SIS pTGaN Feproa] e fion theratherto oppre@ehim. Many oth
thegwre eaiie, and others take occaliontnera

- A ]

: S e : youred him, & notthem.
of thataffembly liked notthis delaie: afhrmmgthenmeﬁ;;)wasinno sanecirall

. ¢ 1 s, P1 %
Forifthey were contented W uh‘Ofngr/jY g;ﬁzg??ngo;withﬁanding The)’( w;r; his
: ill : Becaufe the Magititrates AICF . their ruine(as it hap-
s the}kl)ﬂv\% gfjiil}sg‘er him inthe Cit;e,a?)d hl_sfne?]gsézvtl}tll; former counfell pro-
enemies, : ke him Prince ; a .
i are §8. ) would make
pened in the ye

. asthereforenecef-
o fe men. Irwasther
ceeded from good men,(othis wasthe op fure. The meanetobring

fary, that while men be difpleafed,tomake lmhout, and alfoto enterteine the Mar-

to effet, was to be armed both W(]it}?r:i il[:il‘tr’l\; hich done, whena Semé:gﬁgﬁ??;c
o OFFWM:A’ to(be tl?;nbt?t:raki acll afured. Inthis refol}ltlﬁlgorfg the confpira-
e puipor tdcd accordingto thequallitie thf:reol l'o s d “{uh
next Semte,_an procec whomthey imployedas Chaunce P  ori by bis encmics,
A5 Mk erdzm, caled to Piero;all the practileagree Sfed, and feeing th?‘
el cchalnc,fﬂ; of all their names ; which Prero p?;ﬂ him, tooke cotn-
s geliue;ed hllrl?[?c%?thc Citizens who had confpired agal

umber and qua

irred this rolle
ns Wi Then he committe A
- likewile of them. ng therof,toun
fell ofhis friends,and made? I’1l?ltocml hemoft rrufted, who coﬂﬁdfi:;t%lany whohad

. - E itizens
of friends to be madC_bS;}ZE;ge inthe mindes of [ht; ggereﬁ: whowereaccours
s ) : 2 "
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. ’ ; s AT
bene wyritten for his cne acethat thele matters, d Nicholo Soderimiwas
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t ds. During t ‘ reame , atco

ed his frien 2 etochufe :Iwz glgg maruellous thing tofee, withwhateo™™
Ly

Ied) thc time \V.aSCOI 3 . eo le’ hc was aCCpln_
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Oliffe,te fhewe that of him ¢¢p itisproued, that men Fornot beingableto per-
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iniury to anie. Nichologaue credit tothe counfell of hisbrother, and inthefe vaine
imaginations copfumed thetime of his office, till bythe chiefe of the confpirators
his friends,hewasfuftered 1o {incke: as they that would not for enuie,that the go-
uernment thoilldbe with theauthoritie of icholo renuied, and hoping euer they
might intime;, viider fome other Gonfaloniere worke the fame effet. T he end of the
magiftracie of Nicholocome,and many things by himbegun, butnothing ended; he
yeelded vp hisauthoritie with-more difhonour, then'with honour, he had entered
thefame. Thismarter madethefaction of Piero glad, and confirmed his friendcsin
thehopethey had of his good fuccefle. Andthote thatbeforeftood neutrall,ioyned
with Pzero,and marters being thus in areadine(le; for diverfe months withouit other
tumule,they temporized. Notwithftading the part of Piero flil encreafed in firength,
wherofthe enemies tooke knowledge and ioyned themfelues togither,to performe
that by force ; which by meaneof the Magiftrates they might ealily haue done be-
fore; and {o concluded tokill Pierolying {icke 4t Careggs : for which purpofe, they
{ent to the Marquefle Of Farrarasto comevntothe Citie with hisforces,and Prero be-
ing flaine, they determined to marcharmed into the Marker place,and caufethe se-
nmateto fertlethe gouernment according to their will. Foralbeit all the Citizens were
nor-their friends, yet theythat were their enemies would for feare giue place. Dioti-
falni(therather to cloake his intent) oftentimes vifited Piero,and reafoned with him
ofthe vniting of the Citie. Allthelepractifes had benereueaiedto Piero, and Dome-
#ico Martegls alfo gaue him intelligence,that Framcefco Nerowi, brotherto Diotifalus,
bad per(waded him, to be of his confpiracie : alleaging the vi¢torie was certain,and
affured. Thereupon Prero determined to bethefitfithat fiould takearmes., and fai-
ned an occalionvpponthepraltiles of hisenefnies,witkithe Marquefle of Farrara.
Hepretendedtherefore to haue reeined ailatier from Gionanni Benriyogli , Prince
iri:Bologni, Wheteby he wasaduertiled, thar the Marquefte of Farrarg was with his

- forces marched tothe Riner'of 4lbo,and (as was commonly thought) inrended to

Perfwafions
of Nicholo
Soderini a-
gainft the '
Medici,

«cometo Florence. Vpon thele aduertifements Piero tooke armes, and with agreat
multitnde 6f menarmed ; cameto Florence,, where all'others that followed himar-
med themfelues. The contrary partie did the like s bur Piere his followers were the
better prepared,becaufe the others had not (o great warning therof, pjsfifalui dwel-
ling neare vnto Pierosthought not himfelfe allured achome, but fometimes he went
to ﬁ-’le Pallace,to perfwadethe Sendteto caufe Picrotd laiedowne his arimes, & fome-
timeshereflorted to Lueca, to intreate himro ftand firmetohis facion. But of all o~
thecs, Nicholo Soderini fhewed himfelfof moft courage; for heprefently tooke arms,
and being followed of all the common people of hisquarter , went vato the hoile
of Luica, defliving him to mount on horfebacke, and come to the Market placein fa-
uour of the Senage,which fauoured them,and therefore might hope of victorie cer-

-taine.‘Butifhe remained in his houfe, hee fhould be either by the armed men op-

preffed, or by thofethat weredifarmed thamefully deceitied. Or if he (hould after
repent thathe did nottakearmes, that repentance weretoo late. Butifhe wold with
the warre opprelle Piero, he migh eafily do it : and after if he liked to make peace,it
was better for himto gitie,then toreceiuethe conditions therof, Thefe words mo-
ued riot Zucea, haning alreadie ferled his mind, and promifed to Prero newy alliances,
and new conditions. For he had alreadie marvied vato Gionanni T ornabuoni, one of

his neeces,and therefore petfwaded Nicholoto laie dowwnearmes, and returneto his

houfe. Foritioughit to fuffice him , that the Cittie thould be gouerned by the Magi-

ftrates, and it woald cometo palle, thar euerie manyyould laie downe armes : and

cthe Senators being thefttonger partie, Thould be Ty dge of the contronerlie. Nicholo
then fecing heicould nototherwife perfivade him, teturned home. But firft faid vrito

Lucca,

extraordinarie meanetoret : has
etd he citie ifthey (oplcafed:a[ﬁmngt[?cm ,that C'af;?z ;
e both with and without the Balz; 2

mined.And thathe defire

ded,that it was nece
Lotti yas Gonfaloniere

office, ( all other thinges
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oing of ourCitie, but I alone can prognoﬂg-
srelolution youhaue made; will breed lofie
of gouernment and wealth,and my ba-
the Pallace, and the Magiftrates kepe
art, The Citizens (and chiefly thole

Lucea, 1 cannot alone workethe w'elld.
catethe euil whereinto itis falling. Thiss
oflibertieto our country, yourdepriuation
nithment, The Senate in thistumult fhurvp

themfeluestherin, not Iecmmgw_fanollf anyp 4 hisaduerfaries difarmed,beganto
who had followed Lucca)lecing Picro armed, and hisa frends.Wherti On’ thechief
deuile,not how to offend Piero,but howto bccomchxs .rcnh S s el:)fthé oierg
citizens & leaders of the fattions, wentto the Pa]lﬂ.cc’& :jm :ig;zgg; thereof. And,
; . = -~ 3 2 8 1 aﬂ a ;: i

iy ot tOUF Elﬂ_g;, = &%teoﬁ:}:iclgt[g&cthﬁhcn they determined by

: P -eafon of his 1narmitic co : 2y S 4k

for that, Pieroby realon i o Soderini except)who hauing firft recommended

confent to go all viro him, (A7chs i . dgeecmpende
his chiIdre% & familieto Tomfa,went to his ovynchoufc inthe ¢ S gr’h 1}; co‘nng-
" accounting himfelfe vnhappie, and tOr s COux

there the euent of thefe mattcis , ' SR
‘irizens being come to the prefence

qe the Ciuzens

trey | ' er Ci : € ¢ .
e mplained of the tumules in the Cittie, declanag S 0o

of them appointed to fpeake, €O

ey oL Ri i atPie~ Medicis
thatthey, who firftrookearmes were noft too blame: they notknowing wh Me
: .

The; ¢ therefore to
70, (who indeed did firft take armes) woild doo. They were com

i L or sood ofthe Cittie) they would
vnderftand what was hisintent, which (being for goodofthe )they

1€S ﬁrﬁ ) is The anfwere
g ' A that heewho tak cxh‘arn _ ‘
follow the fame. \Whereunto Pzre anfwered , e e

not euer the caufe of diforder , bgtﬁlg thac[%lxggtrl; thflgn S e s

' at their behauiours had bene shim, ¢ iogldinamals
:u? ?l?a?irc\gsd donefor hisown fafez;e. For t_h‘cil;z{il;eiyt S;;)l::i?rg;[hhim New
bliesinthenight, their fubfcriptions, & their p s i

; I ' atookearmes: Whic i
e e hﬁ' nceof them, fufficiently proued his intent

fence of his owne houfe,and not the ofte _ it N
wasfo defend himfe!fe,z:nd notto harmeoth crs}.}lifltﬁﬂ; :;rgél(tihl;ft:th ny fhu%d 2

;! - - . - ‘ J ‘
{ired morethen his own fecuritie & quiet, n-z_‘rz dil’c%mimled, R il

; thoritic of B4 " e (hould
hefouge ht for other, For thq au_ ) t that the Maﬂlﬁi ates il
o iiue it and was well conter d his childrencoul

dchat the yearess.
utby them renued s and ifnow they wold no

- rlpence,ifheallothere
found that hisaduerfaries beleeued, they could not dwellin

friends of hisfather & himwold
delled. Aching e herklcothalie [g%g;g himfelfeamong them , asaquiet
fearetolinein

ith him, hauing et -1 & his brethrenthere pre-
2 ;[:;df[‘:;?;(.mrninghﬁ prECh to D{q?}gfﬁﬁ'i{nl::?:pllﬂiﬂo théin nfmd
andP e Jthem withwords of much grau'F]Bh Iadtrllﬁ(:dthg & how vi-
L dreceined of GoffmosboW TV 1? lh effect in fome that Wre
what bcmmstheygﬂr dhim-\,vhich\vords wrought ulfc:l foovo Bl Diotifilvi.In
tha'ilkfulLy thg}f) ha l:afl o Raied them,they l'oct{l;nly v}'&]/; th;}lgd::; emat had deter-
refent,thatif Piero! ‘maintein euery thing,t is fpeech was
Concuion, e O RAUECL i Sl Al L
; i :butin ¢
_ = ~ned of,yetnothing dou: hattime Barnarda
ended,many matters Were CO?:]?tré the c’izic & reformthc ﬂart; tc[fgic thought not
ﬁ?é;:éf;id amannot trufted by 1;:"" ?;Svofc;xis authority draw-
il > L . 3

hine during his Magiﬁracy-bﬂg ﬂ_;:;ﬂﬂiere to fit in September
goodmattemp%_anyt as%‘lade by the SEﬂdfﬂrg 9 a_/: ’0m' who was no fooner 1

1ng neare, election Wasthe Qed Roberto Liont: 0 ]
& ’ ey electe the people 1
and Oétober 146 6. Andbtgc%g prepared ) bﬂ;{. hee affmbled' s the

Tiuein Florence honorably &
the famehad bene,not by his houfe,b
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tc rz Mzgkgt place, azn& Ifﬂ:idf: anew Bilia, all of the fallion of Pieroy which fhorly
The enemies CAtEdthE Magiftrates , accordmg tothe will of the new gouernment, whichter-
of the Medici n_ﬁed"thef_}eads oftlye enemies; and Agnoly Acciainoli fled to Na les Dio;)j“‘;l IF&E -
vanquithed. ﬂg _aqd N{c_éa[a .S'M.t"r'z'm toFenice , and Lucca Pitti remained in f{iar-;}ace 't;u‘;{ni ﬁ:c;
iv ; grimlliqs- c;% Piero , and the newe alliance with hishoufe. All the fugiugucs
- = ghcﬁ Ec{gﬁn _FRE-!—bCI-S-,&HdZH cbefamrhc of Neron: difpﬂrfcd, Allo Gronanni Ngr.‘;..
iy 'Rlomfgv(l)” E‘fo@ce, toauoidea W orfe mifchiefe ; voluntarily confined him-
e f.; any oghcr i;kcw;fg‘ banifhed themfeluestodiuers places,neithe did
il e £ butapul II;.(C Procefsxon was ordeined to giue God thanks for the pre-
cn;]an_on.,and- viiting the ftate. Inthe folemnization wherof, fome citizens were ap-

o PR t?nd@@ & tormerited. Afterwards part of them putto death, & thereft conﬁne}é
Tiicea Pk ; n .ff.l-ISVV:‘irla-t'iGr! of fortwne , therewas nothing fo notable, as the example of Lm-c-;
- :)ft;; .wélo f?dcxr;l;y‘(a»V't he difference of victorie, and loffe of honor,and di ﬂi-or}orl.
:hart hlasd ;1; ae,;;v ﬁereu nto was wontbe greatrepaire,became vnfrequented; himfelf
b _cE;u omedto Paffe theftreets folowed with many friends & kinsfolks,
2t ;‘0 [; 2:}22?:2223::1&1;?: écearcfilyilfalutecii : Il_){ecaufe fomeofthem had loft

' ! 3 reft threatned.His ftately houfes in buildi

Zv;;:ﬁ_ghe_workmcn fibandoned. Thofe thatwere wont to gr'efent him,did nlg%;

dAema'nId : !;Izlqri &d ef}altt?TSomc Who had %ill(-: him prefents of great value,did now
o lgiaép:;r; ;i E{I‘gg%; l:;]t.Others thatwere wont W'ith praifes to extoll him

theskies, aperfonvngratefull and violent, blame him. Sothat ouerlate he

{ICPCHFCd hl; not gitin g credit to Nicholy Soderini, and that he did notwith fwordin

Taf?‘c*lr ra;iher d:_e hor;qllrab!y ,thenamong his viGtorious enemies, liuedifhonored.

Io{’c-e {.; Zt i;‘. Welre bar.n'f_h‘cgi, fought by fundrie meanesto recouer the Citie, they had

e f,gf_” _;ﬁgf}“‘“df{bﬂﬂg, at Naples, before hecartempted any thing, thought

i, B 07 P‘_’_ﬁt“?ﬂ of Piero , and what hope remained of reconciliation :
Agio'ii,‘i’;i writing _ynto‘hl_m,as followeth, I fmiletofee,what fports fortune doth make her felf.
ciaivoli,co o ; h[_? w at her pledfure (he frameth of foes friends,and of friends foes. You can re-
Z;:;o & Me- mcr;d et that at t_!;tg_baqlfhment of your father (efteeming more his iniury thenmine
oWr dggggx_‘) Io t iy country, & was like to haue alfo loft my life. Neither(inal I..:s

_tune;)_ id Iqu_g’!r omiit, 1o honor and fauour your houfe, nor after his death haue had

zn_y mtent to qffcnd y.ou.True it is,that your own vnhealthie difpofition, & theten-

: cflt- y;ajlr?s of yout chl!dt@ﬂ,brou%h_t me into fuch feare,as Ithought it behoued me

A i"?d c_a‘or'd_er, .that‘ﬂf't'el' your dcath, our countrey fhould not beruined. Forwhich

i “31;99 Ihauedonediuers things,noragainft you,butforthe good of my coun-

pia{:fcd fezfil'wf I hguc committed error,the fame ought be,for my good intent, and

P YOl;eﬁp‘ar#oned..chthcr canl t_)_clceue other,but that(inrefpet of ancient

g by oNe Oné}u;:) Ifhalar this occafi6 find mercy, & my manifold merits, hal not

SR St e ly fault cancelled. Piero hauing perufed thisletter, aunfwered thus.
i Courlatig g there you are, isthe occafionthat Iweepnotherewhere T am : for if

you had laughedat Fisrence | 1 hould b at N4 i i
e F W 1ld haue wept at Naples . T denienot your well

be {yf;u;l]go‘_m'y at ¢_r_,ﬁth your {elf wil confefle to haue tafted his liberalitie : and

yhow muchthat deedesbe efteemed abouewords,by fo much your obligation is

morethé ouirs. Y ou then recompenced for yourgood,may not maruell thogu h for

your euil,you réceiué delerued punithmér. Letnot the loue of your country fxcu e

3'};);1 ;ﬁ:?-tberé i$no man bgl_e_eu'eth sthatthiscitie hath bin lefle loued & profitted by

i gp_,t}l:é the Acciiinoli. I dotherfore with you withdifhonor toremainthere,

e 3 O?Eﬂokf“igu kaew not how to lead yourfife. Agmolothusdifpaiting of par-

i’ftl*:'e et hmvzg, . t?iefe -SOHfgrf’e'd withthe Archbithop, & other banifhed men,
eanwheiby they might talee reputation fv 6 the houfe of Medisi-which Piere

with
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is friendes) could preuient, Diotifalns

withdifficultie (notwithftanding the aide of h _ : _
ake the Semate of ¥ enice enemietotheir

and Nicholo Soderini , likewile practifed tom -
countrey : thinking thereby , thatifwith anie new warrethe F_{armmm were ailai-
led,the gouernmentbeing new and hated, they [(hould not be aqleto_dcfend them-
felues.In thofe daies Giowan Fraiicefto the fonne of Paila Strozzi linedin Farrara,and
had benetogitherwith his father, bapiilied in thealterationof the ftate, the yeare
34. This Gionennihad erearcredit, and was holden ar,noqgﬂ other merchantsaman
of great riches. The newe Rebelles declared vnto him, the great fa'_c_ll'mc they
found to recouer theircountrey, if the 77 enctians would take_thc enterprifein hand:
which he thought they would be calily perfivaded vto, if part of their charges
might be borne. Gronan Francefio; who defired toreuenge himfelfe of the inia-
ries receiued, ealily gaue credite to their counfaile : and proml[ed with all his

wealth , to furnifh the enterprife. Then went they al{l togit
complaining of the exile whereinto they faide them elues wer

anieother faulr, butbecaufethey defired th:
with the lawes thereof : and that the hrlaglﬂra;]c_s
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Commiflariesin that enterprife. They anfivered, that Duke Galizzzo was occafion
thereof, for hee hauing moft authoritie and leaft experience, knewe not hat
was profitable, norwould not beleeue others of more skill : and that it was im-
pofsible, {o long as hee remained in the armie, thar anie thing fhould be done
with honouir and commoditie.  \Wherefore the Florentines faide vnto the Duke;,
albeit for their profit it was beft he fhould be perfonally intheir aide, becaufe the
repurtation of his prefence was the fitteft meane roterrifie the enemie ; notwith=
ftanding for that they efteemed more his fafetie,thentheir ftate,or proper commo-
ditie,they thought not fithe fhould remaine long from Milan,being newly cometo
hisgouernment,and hauing therediuerfe ftrong.enemiestobe fufpetted: fothat, if
any ofthem (hould practife againft him,they might eafily in his abfence, doit. For
whichrelpecsthey perfivaded himtoreturne home,and leaue part ofhis{orces for
their defence. This counfell contented Galiazzo,and without further confideration;
retuirned to Cilan. The Florentine Capraines disburthened ofthislet, todeclare
thefamewasthe true occafion of their flow proceeding,drew fo neare tothe ene-
mie;that theyioyned battle: which continued one half day,neither partie yeelding
to other. Notwithftanding there vyasnotanie mantherein {laine, butfome horles
hurt, and a fewe priloners on ei:zer part taken. The winter now being come,
and the feafon of the yeare no longer feruing for the fielde, they retired totheir
lodgings.  Bartolomes went to Rauenna , the Florentines into T ofcana : the Kings
fouldiers and the Dukes, reforted home to their maifters Countries., But fo

foone as this afTault beganneto be forgotten , and no diforder madein Florence,as -

the Florentine R ebels promifed , and the othgr fouldiers wanting paie , were con-
tent to entreate of peace, which with {mall d}fﬁcu!tic was concluded, TheR ebels
thendifpairing of all hope, to diuerfe places difperfed themfelues, Diotifalniwent to
Farrara, Wherehewas by the Marquefle Zorfo, receiued , and reliened,  Nichols
Soderini fledde o Rinenna , where lining long vppon a poorepencion ginen him
by the Penetians, inthe ende there died. This Nichols was accounted 2 man’
iuft and couragious, yet vncertaine and flowe of his refolution : which wasthe
caufe that the Gonfaloniere 1oft that opportunitie, which being out of office , hee
would havie taken,but could not, The peaceconcluded,the Citizens whoremained
in Floresce with victorie, thinking themfelues not affured, vnlefle they did as well
oppreflethofe they fufpected , as their apparant enemies, perfwaded Bardo lros
#iti 5 then Gonfaloniere dGinstitia, to remoue more Citrizens from their offices ,and
®banith many others. Which thing greatly encreafed the power of that facti-
©on, and terrified the contrariepart : which powerthey vied without refpec, and
proceeded o much at their pleafure, asitfeemed, that God and fortune had con-
fented toginethat Cittieinto their hands. Ofwhich doings, Pieroknew little,and
that Jitlfl,lglc could not (being afflicted with fickneffe)remedie.For his difeafes were
fogreat)as he could riot vleany member faue only histongue: wherwith he exhor-
ted them,and praied them to live ciuilly, and enioy their natiue country, rather én-
tirethé broken. And for the comfort of the Citie,hie determined with magnificence
to celebrate the marriage of Lorenzéhis fonne,who wasalreadie contralledto Cle-
#ice, difcended of the %oufe of Orfini : which marriage was performed wyith great
Pompe, asto fo magnificenta feaft apperteined. For performance ofthefe triumphs,
diuers daies were confumed in feafting, dancing, & publike (hews. Wherunto was
alloicined (for more apparice of greatnes of the Medics)2 . marfhal exercifessthe one
reprefented abartle fought inthe field; the other,ofatownebefi eged:whichthings
were deuifed in good order , & performed with fomuch vertieas might be. While
thefe marters were doing in Floréce,thereft of ealylined quier,buryet ingreat ﬁlfpitic;i;
o
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himat Cafagginols) and therethey reafoned atlength touchingthe eftate of the Cit-
tie. Andfurelyhadhenotbenebydeath preuented,he would haue called homeall
thebanifhed men, to bridle the infolencieand opprefsionofthofe thatlived inthe
Citie. But death fuffered him not to performe fo honeft an intent : for difeafes of bo-
Death of Pie- die and trouble of minde,, fo grecuoufly handled him, that hee diedthe fftieand
rodiMedich three yeare of his age.  Hisvertueand bountie, could not be to his.Countrey fo
well knowne, as they deferued : partly becaufe his father lined ( welneare as
long ) and partly , for that thofe fewe yeares hee ouerlined him » were in cuill
contentions and {icknefle confumed. This Picro was buried in the Church of
8. Lorenzo , neare vio his father / and his funerall performed with honour and
pompe, worthicfo great a Cittizen.  Of him there remained two fonnes, Zores-
zo and Giulrano, of whome there was good hope, that they would prooue men
fit for the ftate : yer their youth was fuch as made all men doubt thereof, A-
mongft other chiefe Cittizens in the gouernment of Florence , there was one farre
dT;E?f° So- excelling thereft, called Tomafo Soderini : whole wifedome and authoritie,not one-
: ly to Florence, but alfo to all the Princes in Jzaly was knowne. Hee, after the
death of Piero, was of all the Cittie reuerenced : and manie Cittizens did dai-
lie vifite him, as chiefe man of the ftate.  Alfo diuerfe Princes did wrire vato
- him.  Neuertheleffe being wife,, and knowing what fortune followed him and
his houfe, hee would neueranfwere the Princes Letters : and petfwaded the Ci-
tizens they (hould not refort to his hotife , but tothe houfes of the caredici. Alfo
to (hewe 1n deedes, that which by words was by him perfwaded , heeaflembled
allthe chiefe Gentlemen of euerie fantily , at the Monaftery of 5. _stonio s whi-
ther hee procured that Zorenzo and Giulians di aredici fhould come : and there
after along and graue Orationby him made , they difputedthe eftate both of that
Cirttic, of all zaly , and of the humours of the Princes.  Therein concluding,
that to continue Florence vnited in peace, affured from diuifion withig ,and from
warre without , it behooued themto honor thofetwo yoong men, and mainteine
therepuration of theirhoufe : Becaufemen donot repine to do fuch thingsasthey
hauebeneaccuftomed voro, but new houles, asthey are eafily honored, fo are they
quickly abandoned. Forithath bene euermore eafie to maintaine that reputation,
wherelength of time hath extingnifhed enuy,thento raife anew eftimation,which
by many occafi&s may be opprefled. After him fpake Zorenzo,who notwithftanding
his youth, vitered words with {o great grauitie & modeftie,as gaue euery man hope
he would becomefiich a one,as indeed afterwards heproued. Andbefore they de-
Parted that place, the Citizens praied the brethren,to receiue them as children,they
Giuliano and Uﬂ‘fin%to honorthem as fathers. This conclufion {et downe , Ginlianoand Lorenzo
Lorenzodi  were honoured as Princes of the Citie,and thofe that were ofcounfell with 7omza=
Medici. /o, did notintermeddle. Thus the Florentineslined both vyithin & without fo peace-
ably , asnothing difturbed the Common quiet, tillatrouble not looked for arofe,
which did prognofticate furure mifchiefe, Among otherfamilies (which Zucea Pitti
ruined) was that of Nard;, For #luestroand hisbrethren being heads ofthat houfe,
were firft fent into exile, and after by the warre which Bastolomeo oglione moued,
made Rebels, Of thele Barnardobrother of Saluestro; was ayoong man of great
Cofifpitacy of fpirit and courage. Hee being poore could not endure bani{hrpem; and finding
the Nasdi.  that the peace made had not prouided forhis returne, determined to make proofe
of fomewhat, whereby might grow occdfion of warre. For many times of a fmafl
beginning , great effeéts doe followe. Becaufe men bee more willing to pro-
fecute, then beginne anie enterprife. This Barmurds had much acquaintance
' Prato, and muche more in the Cotintrey about Pistsia : chiefely with the
' houfe
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Was not to enioy other libertie, then to obey thofe Magiftrates that gouerned in
Florence : of whome, they had not receiued any fuch iniurie, as might moue to tuke
armes againft them. Wherefore they perfwaded him to reftore the Podefta to his
libertie,lend his men ourt of the towne,and faue himfelfe (peedily fromthat danger,
whereinto he was vnaduifedly fallen, Thefe fpeeches difmaied not Baynards, for he
intéded to fec if feare might mouethe Pratefi,tothar which with intreaty could not.
Therefore to terrifie the Cittizens, and determining to putthe Podefta to death, he
tooke him out of prifon, and commanded himto be hanged atthe Pallace window,
The Podefta being brought to the window, the halter vpon his neck, and feeing
Barnardero (ollicit his death,turned himfelfe towards him, and faid. Barnarde, thou
putteft me to death, hoping therather to be followed of the Pratefi, butthe con-
trarie will come to paffe. For the reuerence which this people doth beare to the
Gouernors fent by the Florentines is fo great, that fofoone as they fhall fee this in-
lurie done tome, they will hate thee, fo much, as thefame will prooue thyruine:
Wherefore not my death, but my life, may bethe occafion of thy viorie, Forif [
commaund them that which thou wouldft haue done, they will more willinglie
obey me,thenthee. Thus I following thy direction, thou mayft become owner of
thy defire, This counfell feemed to Barmards (beinga manirrefolute) verie reafo-
nable, and therefore willed him ara window to commaund the people to yeeld
their obedienceto 2arzards, Which being done,the Podeffa was lead back to prifon,
By thistime, the weakenefle of the confpirators was difcouered, and many Floren-
#ines inhabiring thattowne, wereaffembled : among whome, was Georgio Ginori, a
Knight of 7erufilem. He being the firft that tookearmesagainftthe Rebels, affaul-
ted Barnardo in the fireets , fometimes intreating , and fometimes threatning the
peopleto follow him, till at fength by Georgio, and many others (who tooke arm es)
Barnardo was hurt and taken. Which done, it was no hard matter to deliuer the
Podefte, and vanquiththereft. For they being fewe, and divided into fundrie parts
ofthetowne, were welneareall taken or flaine, Inthemeane [pace, the fame of this
accident was come to Florence, and reported to be much greater thenjtwas, For
theaduertifements were,that Prato was furprized, the Podeffawith his houfhold ]fm
to death, P¢ffviain armes,and many of the Cittizens of the confpiracie, info much ag
many Cittizens fodeinly camerothe Pallaceto confult with the Senate. At thattime,
Roberto Sanfeuerino happenedtobein Florences;who being a manof great ex perience
inwarre, was fent with certaine forces to Prato; commaunded, that he fhould ap-
Proach the towne, and fend back particuler aduertifements in what ftate the fame
ftood; and do there, what by his wiledome thould bethought good. Rabers mar-
Cefare Petrucci, declarin » that Barmardo was taken, his com panions fled, or flaine,
and all the tumyj; pacihgcd. Whereupon Roberto returned to Florence, and fhortly
after Barnardobeing broughtthithera prifoner, and demaunded why hetookethat
enterprile in hand, aunfwered, bicaufe hedetermined ratherto diein Florence, then
live in exife: and thought good o accompanie hisdeath with fome memorable
allion. Thistumult begun and ended (as itwere in oneinftant) the Cittizens of
Florence verurned totheir wonted order of life, thinking toenioy that ftare without
fufpition, which they had lately eftablithed, and fetled : whereof infied thofe in-
conueniences, which manytimesbe ingendred by peace, for the youth became
more prodigall then they were wont, fpending their money in apparrell, feafting,
and other like vanities, and (being idle) conifumed their fubftance in play, and wo-
men. Their whole ftudie was to be brauely apparrelled, and tofeeme wittie, or
fubtile: for hethat could moft cunningliemock and deride others, was holden the

wifeft

ching onhis way, and pafsing the Caftle of Campi, a meflenger came vnto him from

OF FLORENCE L‘b'7‘c -.I_Sfc
d fiach like diforders, were by the Courtiers o
. Thefe and fuch likedi A O e BT J
erclahdinoil eﬁcemcfd{ggme thithercamethe Dukeswith his w(if'e,_agd (; ?ndr;, The Dike of
filam1 - 4 [0e ; ' 1 R
;Vll:.zf.;:‘i’-l(:r(.arﬁd; i‘g&d) a ccrtz,iine vowe, and was thc;rc iecei_télec a}}gt wlzs fcgné ﬁﬁ?é’ni‘i
=l FOLI?C . Prince,and friend tothe Florentines: hﬂ tc'}at ”.e 47 ey B
meeteforlo greata Prince,and HIEnE == vas, that the Courtiers of 7l47; not-
athin gin#, !f%' ences NEUCr befored\{f(;fds \f:zhh(;flltlr‘:f PC,& oftheEcclefiafticall orfdr-‘;', eate
ithffand; etimeof Lent, did Wi ; . e Cittie of Florence
“Imh{fttandmg[{tllfetil'lmeatc bu,t Aefh. Albeit the Buke found th
almoft none o ;

j ]] “ 0O E . . - 2 Lre .1. = ‘

. . . > -

¥ v lawes, fo . :
farieto bridle the excefle with new la\\{]e S e Tofems anew and vnlooked folf- o4
Inthe midft of this greatpeace,, there ;ﬁge Gittizcins Happeaedd ﬂ“dcagﬁgfq L
¥, CEr % e an en-
nce of Polterra, certal ; d with money; cn-
il m.mt' lnthe Pfr 111 owing the commoditie; to .be hc]ge@zgfns i RS
Allum, whereo Lot i ) &d with them fome Cittizens ot he beginning
ded with authoritie, they 10yn farife, This matterat the beginning
ed with au o ’ch rofit as fhould thereof ariie. bythepeople of Folterrs
t(heml?artakershofo? thelnjnoﬁ partinall new actions) was by thep b defited 00
asithappeneth { -

of afterw noWNe;
it reof afterwardsk Uil o 5
' e commoditie the Sl
little clteemed. But ;}I::s& that which at the firftthey mrgll: i
A r(;POLlndthe matter intheir coucril: A
For begamhcy Rl found in the common lanas, 104 S S
uenient that a commoditie foun er
priuate vle. Thereupon,

they fent vnto Flargpeescigi upted, orfor
was commitred rea few Cittizens,

:  COIT
. 2 uelt o o 1
: he beft, gaue{entence that the re}c}lc O e oftheis labouran d
i (e 9 bi e they deliredto deprinet rteined to priuate men,an
W 1cat : . : .
wasnot rea(onable,f e iudoed, that thofe Alums *_‘PPtc ctfons (hould giueyearly
lndu{’crxe,aq(-l_rh‘;re Ofa e g’nu'cnicnt,tha“hofcP““a 1gdged  bem forlupetiors:
notto the Cmclf., fff‘[}:ine money;infignethey ac_k.n.ﬁ‘:‘;u mults and dj(Pleafurr?s ;n
Thi e b hing diminifh, but a0gmAesy - iincels, and in €uereo”
b i ‘nv?'as fpoken of fo much in _th_CII‘ ChOI o vwasy torecouertt aF
Volterra, (‘? that nﬁ’th?“?s thc‘rcqueﬂ of the mulgmdc[:; ::ﬁdc, Hiiabouted tO.C?ﬂ(;
ther placeinthe Cittic, Thepriuscemenontheor Y ecas

1 ﬂ' y Onﬁfmed s mano
which they thoughtlo n, and had benec ae Citrizen, aman
tinue that which they had 8_0::’: folong in difpurations rhatglfl tooke part with

fapicos : Siar et : ;

Florentines. This matter remainca ing, with diuerfeothes {fo, the Rettoriforthe .
s shae Citti€, called Paoring, [rthat furie allo; o

eftimation in that C I afes fpoiled and burnt. °1 1t being pafled; they determined

him; was flainc, i 1;Jtic clcaped. This fief tum};formea the Senabors, that.l gy

Sy Wl[t' hccillgticlkl;aﬁﬁdors to Floyences who! idalfo contimie in theiratn

in all hafte tolend &

iti o5 i ' Sade-
ient tions, theyw L S
(erue their auncient conditions e longdifputed, 7 i
would og_ eru e ke ofrs Fc
cient obedience. ¢

| : = ndition
g he 7 olterani with what éond
yini was of opinion, th

i t § burne

at it bﬁhouedt?gccﬁéuaeﬁre foneare hand, that rg}%’é Riiigs

5 l ' er :

I : 1ed nOthO' : e, thepowet ¢ T

foeuer, thinking the e free;c'd thedifpolition Oﬂtl?;spr?gr icnovgiﬂg ‘VhﬁF fllldéﬁt}ic

theth e houlﬁ :Iff;fff ans fiendhip anﬂthcﬁlcégir’lg thavproadi® WoLEE o

iftrufted theyenet®> = =T "o othets Apt B as Lorenzo de Medists

3‘1;; r;:fge one, nor what ve‘ft;;;; Of a contrarie minde W Y counfell yaridthe
C °

’ , £ hiswifedomealit ==, And
Better dleans peace, 1hen 4 : ?izn to make fhew of his “{lhc authoritie of 7 omafo. AN
occ

i : o ' et ieat 1 / fﬁfmlng'l
thi hehad now hofe-thar enMECT e g oy olterant, ISy
:'21!;1]]; %%i;‘eg theretoperfvad Cd:z)yptuniﬂl the infolencie Of[aﬂ others (vpon cueric

z S 4 mplﬁ, o T rO"
: abya s igopp et b . {ike. T'his rela-
therefore determined by Qed,as amemorab € 5 o b do thelik i
that if they were 0t COME= 70 0 refpect,wo f
at i areric :

| 1 ' 1
light occafion) withoutr€



Volterra
facked,

Caftello be-
fieged by
Pape Sifto.

190 THE H]IS§T*ORTE

lurion made, the #olterani were anfwered, that they could not require thekeeping
ofthofe conditions, which they themfeluies had broken, and therefore eitheril ey
fhould referre themfelues to the difcretion of the Senate, or prefenty looke for
watre. The polserani retiirned with this anfwere, prepared for thedefeiice of their
towne,and [eat toall Princes of Zaly for aide, but were aided by fewe:for onely the
Sanefi, and the Lord of Piombine did promife to helpethem. The Florentines onthe
other fide,mdging thatthe vi¢torie would be gotten by making of fpeed, affembicd
renne thoufand footemen, and two thoufand horle, whome vnder the conduéi of
Federigo, Lord of 7rbino, they fent into the countrey of #olterra : all which, they
eafily pofleffed. Then they brought their Camp before the Cittie, which being
builded vponan hill, could not be affaulted, but onthat {ide, where the Church oi’
S. Alifandro fandeth. The polterani had for their defence enterteined athoufand
fouldiers, or thereabouts, who feeing how brauely the Florentines affailed them,
fearing they could not defend thetowne, were inthe feruice flowe, but in doing
iniurie tothe Volterazi readie ynough : fo that thole poore Cittizens were by the
enemies affaulted without, and by friends oppreffed within. In fo muchas (difpai-
ring to befaued) thought good tomake peace, and forwant of better meane, yeel-
ded themfelues to the Florentines Commiflaries : who caufed them to open the
gares, and the greater part of the armie being entred , they went vnto the Pallace
wherethe Prioriwere, whome they commanded to rétirneto their houfes,and by
theway, one of them was by a fouldier retiiled and robbed. Ofthis beginning (for
menbemore readieto euillthen good) grew the deftru&tion and fack of this Cittic,
which continued one whole day. The houfes wererobbed,and the people fpoiled,
neitherdid the womenand Churches efcapesbutall louldiers, afwell they thar had
cowardlie defended the towne, as the others that fought, were partakers of the
fpoiles. Thenewesofthis vi€torie, waswith much reioycing receitied ar Florence,
forthe fame was wholiethe enterprife of Lorenzo, who thereby gained great repu-
ration. And théreupon one of his dedreft friends reprooued T omafo Soderini for his
counfell, faying vato him, What fay you now; that 7 olterrais taken ? To whome,
T omafo anfwered, methinksitis loft: for if you had taken if by compofition, you
might haue made profit and furetiethereof ; but hauing it by force, intime of warre
it will weaken and trouble you,and intime of peace, it will charge and hinder you.
Inthofedayes, the Pope deliring to hold in obedience the townes bcionging 1O
the Church, caufed Spoleto tobelacked : which by meane of inward faction, was
tebelled. After, forthelike offence,hebelieged the Cittie of Caffells. In thattowne,
Nicholo vitell; was Prince. He being in great friendthip with Zorenzode aredici,
refufednot in that necefsitie to aide him : yet was thataide not fufficient todefend
Nichelo, but ynough to fowe the firft feeds of enimitie berwixt Sifoand the Medsc,
which afterwards brought forth fruite of much mifchiefe: and the fame fhoutd
quickly haue fhewed it felfe , had not the death of Frier Piero, Cardinall of 575,
happencd. For thls_ Cardimall, haning trauelled about all 72aly, wentallo to pepue
and Milan (pretending to honor the marriage of Hercole, Marquefleof Farrara)ro
practife with the Princes, and found their difpofition towards the Florentines, Buse
being returned to Rome, hedied: not without fufpition to hauebene poiforied by
the ¥enctians, who feared the greamnefle of Siffo, folong ashe might becounfeliéd
and incouraged by Friet Piero. For albeit nature had made this Frier of bafe bloud,
and wasalfo bred vp bafely ina Monafterie, yet fofoone as he had afpiredro be Car-
dinall, there appeared inhim fo grear pride and ambition, as might not onely be-
:(;me a Carajhnail., butalfo feeme fit ynough forany Pope. For he feared not to make
eattin Romewyith o great chiarge, as feemed fuperfluous for any King: fortherein
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that they by not aiding him, fhouldlofeagreatconqueft, and he miffe the meane,
to afpire to much glorie. Forin fhort fpace he promifed them poflefsion of that
Cittie, where he found fo great cowardice and ditorder, as with pofsibilitie ircould
not be defended. ThenCarlodeparted fromthence, and returned to his old enter-
teinement of the7enetians, Albeit the Sancfiwerebythe Florentinesdelivered from
{o greatdanger, yet remainedthey towards them offended, and indged ther obli-
gacionnot to be any thing, hauing faued them from an euill, whereof they had
bene the occafion. During that thefe martters betwixt the King and Pope were
handled in T of¢ana,there happened in Lombardy anaccident of much more moment,
and did prognofticate greater euils. "There was in Milan a Scholemaifter, called
Cola of Mantona, amanwell learned,butambitious,and fucha one,as infirucied the
chiefechildren ofthe Cittie. This Cola, either bicaufe he hated thelife and manners
of the Duke, or forfome other occafion, in all his {peechesfeemedto difdainethole
men that lined vnder an euill prince, calling others glorious and happie, whome
nature and forrune graunted tobeborne, and liie 1n common-weates, Declaring
how all famous men had benebrought vp incommon-weales, and not vnder Prin-
ces. For the common-weales (faid he) did nouri(h vertuous men, but Princes did
oppreflethem : for theone doth cherith vertue, the other doth feare it. The yong
men with whome he had gained moft familiaritie, were Gionandrea Lampugnino,
‘Carlo Vifeonti, and Girolas Olgeato, with them he oftentimes reafoned of the euill
natire of the Duke;, and their owne misfortune, being gouerned vnder fuchaone:
and at length hee began to be in fo great confidence of thele yong men, that hee
brought t%\e[nto fweare, thatfofoone astheyatteined to mans eftate, they would
deliuer their countrey fromthe tirannie of that Prince. Thefe youths perfwaded to
performe whatthey had promifed;waying therewithall the Dukes behaniour,and
the particuter iniuries he had done, did haften their intent to put the marter in exe-
cution, TheDuke Galiazzo was inhisdifpofition lalciuious and cruell, whichtwo
things had madehim odious : forit fufficed him not to entice Ladies to diftonor,
but he would allo take pleafure in publi(hing the fame. Neither was he content to
put men to death, but he wouldallo executethem with fome cruell manner of ror-
ment. He was moreouer {landered , or truely fufpecied , to hatie nmurthered his
owne mother : for hee perfwading himfelfe not to be Prince (the being prefent)
found meanestoremoue her to Cremona, which was the placeof her dowrie, and in
that iourney (he became fodeinly fick, and died :and many men iudged her fonne
was caufe of her death, This Duke, had inmatter touching women, dithonored
C4’jlﬂ, and Gerolamo, and denied Gionandrearohaue the pollefsion of the Abbey of
Miramondo being graunted vito him by the Pope,vpon refignation ofakinfman of
his. Thefe prinate iniuries increafed thedefire of the yong men, by reuengeto de-
liuertheir countrey of fo grear mifchiefes : hoping, that if they might muriher the
Duke, thell fhould be not onely efteemed ofthenobilitie, butalfo of thep eoplefol-
lowed. Thus determined of the enterprife, they oftentimes met together, and by
reafon of their auncient familiaritie, no meruaile made of their meeting . Bein
togithers:(to make theirminds more prepared for thataQtion) they alwajes talked
thereof, and with the (heathes of daggers made for that purpofe, one of ‘tﬁthf:m }n
the breaft and belly firake theother: Then they deuifed of thetime and place. In
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vnder diuerfe coulours affemble their friends, They concluded alfo, thatif any of
themvpon occalion were by the ofticers apprehended, the reft (hould with their
fwords in the middeft of his enemies fley him. This happened in the yeare 1476.
. Thefeaft of Chriftmasthen being at hand (at whichtime, on §.Stephens day, the
Duke was woont with great pompto vifirthe Church of that holie Martir)they re-
lolied that placeand timewould beft fertic for the execution oftheir intent, The
morning of S.Srephens day being come, they caufed certaine of their moft aflured
friends and feruants to arme them(elues, faying, they would go to aide Gronandrea,
who contrarie to the mind of fome his euill willers, would make a conduct for
waterin a certaine ground of his. They being thus armed, went tothe Church,
pretending, that they would before their departure;takeleaucof {he Prince. T_hcy
procured alfo diuerle other their friends and kinsfolks, for fundrie conliderations
to comethither, hoping, that the deed being done; euery one would follow them
to performe thereft ofthe enterprife. Andtheir intent was,‘(t_thuke being ﬂa}ne)
toloyne with thofe armed, and goe to that place ofthe Cittie, where rhcyvmlght
more ealily raife the people, and pcrfwva@e them to arme themfelues agamﬂghc .
Duchefle, and Princes ofthe State; fuppoling t!’le people by meanes (_)f thcfan‘xlnc,
Wherewith they were then gricued,'would Caplyfauour the enterprife : a_nd VILo
the people they determined to giue leaue to fpoile the houfes of C't‘.c‘a.fmgﬂﬂ;‘fgd,
Gionanni Botti, and Francefco Lucani, all I‘.’Jaglﬁrates of F‘hc gouern_mcr;ti \ﬁ{o ereby
they thould be aflured ofthem, and giue the peoplelibertic. Thisrefolutionwas
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e shanghfichalie Powerful)e Cgﬁlc berwixt the Embafladors of Farzér

myr ’ ing outotth (352 : : iue
edto goe; and comming 0 The confpirators in themeane while, t0 >

Ad Maztons, rode to the Temple. ¢

ired i ber
' - : cold, weéke retired intoachar?
the Jefe fufpition, and kecpe then:: fi g;;?:ilc]lf, O Siend, and vl fanding that

i Lt : onandrea
Onging to the chiefe Pricft of th he chamber into the Church. Gionanare

the:f) : came from ¢ hurch doore > and
aind c;l;f;if ;?;22& :E:%(elues on th;:1 righ';g:%ifgfcd:ﬁecpgkc, entered the

< ole that went b= ~+h a greate multi-
C‘Kfm?n e deft hac? d}' rrr?hc; ]tjhukc himfelfe, inuxr?n(echwgtgriangdic bEEh
tude Qgep‘igo;: 5 2!: itﬂa;fvaies happeneth » 10 udn;;: h(i)m ,uwere oot il
T-he firfte OfPthé éon{pirators o et to‘:f?z;d roome for the Prince, came

& : lac hich
ol ding to make P S o ond fharpe daggers, W
:}ard "ﬂz; 1;1;511 ;grfgtletc:m; agffaulffd him with {h;auc him two woundes, the
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Y had hidden in their flecues- Mmf?g e
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gne ﬂ?t& thf bﬁhe,the Other in;he‘ throate. Giralamo likewife in thethroate,and in the
: ;Eichiziln:; alsnl]] lfg; l; Vifeonti Randing neare vntothe doore,and the Duke paft him,

: panions gauetheaffault, could not hurt him before, but gaue
him two other wounds, one on the (houlder, the otherinthe back : and thefe fixe
wounds were alt fo fodeinly and fpeedily giuen, thatthe Duke was fallen to the
ground before any man knewe what the matter meaned. Neither could hedo, or
fay{any thing that was knowne, but infalling, one onelytime he cried, O Ladie
helpeme. TheDuke thuslaid onthe ground,the rumor grew grear mar,ly fwords
were drawne out, and (as it hapned in like cafes valooked for) ﬁ)mcjﬂcd outof the
Church, and fome rannethither, without any certaineknowledge, or occalion of

. the marter. it ) werenex > ing hi ' i
rer. Butthofe who werenext vatothe Duke,{eeing him {laine,and knowing

the murtherers, purlued them. Of the confpirators, Gionandrea intending to get
out ofthe Church, wentamongftthewomen, whobeing many, and according to
their cuftome fetonthe ground, was fo troubled and faied with their garments

that he was by aMoore (one of the Dukes footmen) ouertaken, and flaine. Carlo

‘was likewile by thofethat were prefent, killed. But Girolamo Olgiato efcaged outof

theChurch, feeing his companions {laine, and notknowing whither to flee, went
home, where hg could beneither by his father nor brothers receiued. But his mo-
ther 9nely,_haumg compafsion of her fonne, did recommend him to a Prieft, an
auncient friend of that houfe,who put himin Prieftlike garments, and remootied
himto his houfe, where he témained twodaies, hoping that fome tumule in Milar
would arife, and thereby he mightbe faued. Bur that not comming to afle, and
fearing to be found there, he alfaied to flee difguifed 5 yet being knovl';)mc ' was
brought before the Magiftrates;and there he confeﬂ"eé all the o?dcr of thc’ co;«'
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fpiracie. This Girolamo was twenticthree yeares of age, and died with no lefle

~ courage » then he had executed the enterprife. For being brou%ht to his death
. b 4

fiript naked, and prepared for the hangman, who with his knife i
readietocut him in pieces, hefpake thefe Laten wo:zs, Maml:?;rfa,l?m[:;;g;;gfj
abit vetius memoria facti. "This enterprife was by thefe vnhappie yoong men fccrctls;
practifed, and refolutely executed. The caufe of their deftruction was; that they
were not followed and defended ofthem, to whome they trufted. Let Princes
therefore learne to make themfelues fo much honored and loued, as no man can
hope to hurt them , and faue himlfelfe. And ler all priuate perfons know , how
vaine it is to thinke, that the multitude (notwithftanding itbe di(contemec,l) will
in their perils follow or accompanie them. This accident amazed all Italy, but
much more trouble proceeded of other chances, that fhortly after happenéd in
Florence. For thereby the peace which had continued in 7z4ly thefpace oftwelue
j€ares, was broken, as in the Booke following fhall be declared. Which Booke;
as it beginneth with bloud fpd terror, fodothit end with forrow and miferie. ;

T he ende of the [euenth Booke.

; THE

‘enuying theirgre

“thofe who attempt t

" his ations {huzdied to ofich

‘placed amidft two confp-iraci'es'_,
4, the other happened in F/e-
be thought fit, that (according
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asthey contended againft other families but with equall authorltie, tBt; e
atnefle,might openlyand without feare affront them. Kalﬁo;l .
Magiftrates being free, neither partie before [offe of vi€torie, had 3'}8’ °Ccah - oife
feareit felfe. Bur after theviGtorie, intheyeare s
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; e i ither parictl
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;(;:g’rlic{i'c toamend their fortune. But fith colplraa?_s :arewuh d(;ﬂ;lcclgfrlcfa Ir)r?i?) fhirr;
: : - i Je confpirators,anat g
forthemoft Pa“"hcyProcm.ethemme e % rconfpiracie affaulted, ifhebe
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not therein {laine, as was the Ditke of Mila# el Bicanfeco npircies
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