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ring what happened in Florence , was bytheway intereepted. All thereftafter the
apprehenfionof Samminiatofor feare, fied. Then Summiniataand T oweizio,being ac-
cording to their meritspunithed : authoritie wasgiuentodiuerfe Ciitizeis to finde
?ut Flrlore offc_nders sand aflure the ﬂate.Thcy thendifcouered for R ebels, fixe ofihie
;trf; yof Ricct, ﬁxe_qf the Albe;*tf, three of theMedui, three ofthe Scali,two ofthe
£r03%1, Birido A[t_amtz, B:zr;mrda‘_,;{a’z.mzz,wuh many of the meaner {ort. Th ey admo-
nifhed allthe family of Alberti, Ricci;and Medyi,for tenne yeares(afewe ofthem ex-
cepred). Amongthe glbertiwas onecalled Antonio, who being accounted aquiet
and peaceable man, was in that refpe& novadmonifhed. It chanced aftes the {ulpiti-
onofthe confpiracie notquenched, there was a Monke taken, who had bene feene
diuerfe rimes during the confpiracie, togoe from Balagnato Florense. This Morike
co.?feffed thathehad brought diuerfelettets to 4ntomio,who denied the matter, yet
beingauowed by the Monke;he was condemned inmony, and confinied 300.miles
diftant from the ciiie. Alfototlieend,thatthe lbersi might not daily putthe ftate in
daunger,au thatfamily aboue fifteenc yeares of age, were banithed, Thisaccident
happened inthe yeare1 4 02. Thenext yearedied Gionan Galiaz.zo,Duke of i ilan :
whofe death(asis beforefaid)ended the wartewhich had contimied twelueyezares.
Inthis meanefpace , the gouernment became of more authoritie : and hauing fewe
enemies _borh withinand without , the Florentines attempted the enterprife of Pi/fa,
and glorioufly conqueredthat citie. - They continued then quierwithin,fromthe
yeare I 4 oo.till 33/ fauing thatin the yeare 1 412.the Alberti, hauing broken their
confines,a Baliawas chofen,wherby new ordinances were madetoaffurethe ftate,
andimpofe greater paiments vpon them.: In thattime alfo, the Florentines made war
to Ladsflao King of Napoli , whichwas ended by the death of the King:intheyeare
1414, Inexecutionwhereof, the King finding himfelfethe weaker,yeelded to the
Florentinesthe citie of Cortona,where he was Lord. Yet (hortly after hereuiued the
warre,which proued more dangerous then the former. And had thefame not bene,
asthe other,ended by the Duke of Milans death, he had alfobrought the libertie of
our citie into that daunger, that by the Dukeit had bene. Neitherdid thiswar ofthe
Kingsend, withlefleraduennire thenthe other. For when hehadfurprized Rome,
Sienz;La Marcayand Romagna,and that he wanted nothing, but Florenceto pafle with
amightieforceinto Lombardy, heedied. Soas, death was cuermore friendly to the
Eloventines, then any other friend : and of more power todefend them, then any o-
%hﬂ'{'\j ertue, Afterthe death ofthis King,thecitie continued quict without 8 wich-
neight yeares. Inthe end ofwhich time,with the warres of Philippo Duke of Milan,
the fattions werereuiied: and continued tilthe ruine of that fiate, which from 138c.
had bene gouerned, and with much glorie, enterprifed many warres, ‘andbrought
vnderthe Empirethereof, Arezzo, Pifo, Cortondy Linorno, and Monte Pulciane. And
s would hauedonegteater things;had the citie continued vnited,and the old humors

; norbenereuined. Asin thenextbooke fhall particulerly bedeclared,
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THE FOVRTH BOOKE

LL Cities (and chiefly they which be well gouerned vnder the
name of Common-weales) doo oftenaltertheir ftate and gouern-
ment : not by meanes of libertie and fubiection (as many imagine)
but by meane of fernirude and lycentioufnefle. For onely the name
)| of libertieis honoured of the people , who are the mimfters of Iy-
3| centioufnefle, and feruitude ftill fought for by the Nobilitic: foas
either of them do ftudie not to fubiett themfelues, eithertolawes
or men, Trueitis, that whenit happeneth (as fildomeit doth) that by good fortiine
of fome Citie, thererifeth vptherein, a wife, good,and mightie Citizen, of whome
fuchlawes be made, asthele humours of the Nobilitie, and of the people, bekept
quict (oratthe leaft fo reftrained as they cannot doo euill) thenmay that Cittie be.
called free, and that ftate firme and ftable. For being builded vpon good lawes,and
good orders, it needeth notafterwardes the vertue of anie mantovpholdit. OFf
fuch lawesand orders, manie auncient Common-weales {whofe eftates continu-
ed long) were endowed. Such orders and lawes, thofe ftates wanted, and doo
want, whichhaue oft times chaunged their gouernment from ftates tyrannicall,
tolicentious, and fromlicentious, to tyrannicall. And inthemby meane of their
mightie enemies, there isnot, nor cannot be anie ftabilitie ar all : becaufethe one
pleafeth not the good men, and the other offendeth the.wife men. Theone may
do euill with facilitie, the other cando good with-difficultie. Inthe oneinfolent
men, inthe other, fooles hauetoomuch authoritie. Andtherefore, it behoy eth,
thatboth the one and the other, by the vertueand fortune of fom cexcellent manbe-
mainteined : who either by death may beraken away,or by aduerfitie proue VNpro-
fitable. I fay therefore,that gouernment which had thebeginning in F/ayezice bythe:
death of Gesrgio Scali, inthe yeare 1381, proceeded firlt from the vertye of Maffo
dells 4 lhizi , and after was by Nicholo di V.zano continued . The Cittie lined

' quiet fromtheyeare 131 4. tilithe22. At which time, the Kirig Zadyfleowas dead,

andthe Rate of Lombardy into paries d‘iuidﬁed. ‘Sothat neither without norwithin,.
there was any thing that cou Id breede diffidence ormiftruft, Nextro Necholo di v/ za-:
#o, the Citizens of moftauthoritie, were Bartolomesvalori, Neyone di Vigis @malc_«’v de:
gli Albizs, NeridiGuiojand Lape Nicolmi. Thefaltionswhich grew, by thedilcord of
the 4lbizi & Ricei,and afterwith great troubles by Suluestrodi Medicrreuiied; were
neuer quenched. Andalbeitthepartie moft fauoured ofthe multitude, raigned not
aboue3.yeares,and intheyere 133 1.théefame was opprefled:yet that humor haumg
infe&ted the greater number ofthe people, could not be 'Vtterl_y quenched. Trueit
is,that the often conrentions, & perlecutions of the chief caprains fr 5 the 1381.til the

1400,brovg ht the faltions wel niear to nothing. The families moft perfecured wc"gc
2 the
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the Albizi, Ricsi,and Medici. Thofehoufes were diuerfetimes fpoyled, both of their
men and fubftance, and if any of thcm remained inthe citie, their honours and offi-

ces were taken from them. Which opprefsion madethat part bale minded , and(as
1t were) viterly troddendowne. Notwithftanding, there remained in many men,a
certainememorie of iniuries receiued , andadelire toreuenge them, Yer wanting

powerto performe their will,they kept thatdelire within their breafts,{ecretly hid-

i;‘:;fg;“thc twoerrors,which were the caufes _of theirruine. The onethroughtheir infolency,
populer nobt- which grew by continuall authoritieand being in office. The other,through enuic
Jitie. among themfelues, & thelong holding the fate intheir hands,they did not preuent
thofe thar might offend them : but daily renuing the vniuerfall hatred by their {ini-

fter proceedings, not remoouing the matter that might hurt and was to be feared,

werethe caufes that the houfe of Medivi recouered authoritie.  The firftof them

that begunto ftand vp,was Giewanni, the fonne f Bicei. He,become exceeding rich,

and being of nature curteous, & affable,was with theallowance of thofe that gouer-

ned, alcended tothe higheft office.Whereat the multirude fo greatly reioyced (fup-
Adutee o | POlHETO hauegotten a protettor) that thewifer fort conceinied fome iuft caufe of
Nicolo Vzano MIpition : becaufe thereby they found all the old humors beguntoarife. And XVidho-
againftthe o di 7 fano failed not toaduertife the other Citizens,how daungerousathing it was
Mediclh  10adnanceone, who had among themultitude, fo much reputation : faying, it was
eafieto oppreffeany inconuenience at the firft , but letting it growe , the remedie

was hardly found. Forheeknew well, thatin Giosanni, there were many more ex-

cellent partes , then in Saluestro.  Nicholo could notbe heard of his companions :

becaufe they enuied his reputation, and fought for afsiftance to oppreffe him.

Men thus lining in Florence, befet with contrary humours, (which fecretly began:

toboyle within their breafts) Philippo v#fconts{ccond lonne of Gionan Galiazzo, be-

ing by the death of hisbrother, become Lord of all Zombardy, and deuiljng vpon -

fome enterprifle, defired greatly to be againe owner of Genona, whichat that pre-
fent vnder Tomazo Frogololinedinlibertie. Yetfeared he couldneither compalle
that nor any other thing, valefle firft hee publithed a new accord withthe Flo-
rentines : the rcputation whereof, (as hee thought) might bring him to fati(-
fation. For which purpofe, hee fent Emba[Ta§OLlrs to Florence : who beeing
there, and perfwading the league, it was by many Cittizens thought vnfit to
1oyne with him, and yet they wifhed that the peace which had many yeares
continued , (hould ftill endure. For they knewe what fauoure and reputai-
on the league would doo-him, and how fmall profic the citie fhould receiue
thereof. To others it wasthought good, that theleague (honld bemade,there-
by to procurethe Duke to enter conditions and bondes, which ifhe paffed, euery

man x_night difcouer his euill intent,and (hould (ifhe brakethepeace)the moreiuft- -
Leagebewize ly make warre vporthim. Thus(the matter being throughly debated)the peace was

thellorentins -0 i3ded. Wherein Philippo promifed, that hee would not entermedtewith anie
and the Duke (

ofMilan.  thing onthis fidetheRiuers of Magraand Panaro. Afierthis conclufion Philippofur-

prized Breféia;and fhortly after Genona,contrary to the opinioft of thofethat had per-
fwaded the peace:/For they beleeued that Breféia hadbene defended by the 7ere-
 timsyand Gemonacould haue defended it felfe.” And becaufe in the league which
Philippo had made with the Dage of Genoua , he had relerued Seresana , and other
Townes on this fides ¢agra, with condition that if hefoldethem , heethen to
fell them to the Genouefi, the 1€ague was broken. Befidesthis, hee made peace
with the Legate of Balogna. Which things, altered the mindes of our Citizens, and
made them ( doubting newe mifchiefes) to looke for newe remedies.  Thefe
fulpitions

den. Thofe of the populer Nobilitie,who peaceably gouerned the citie,committed

Py
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fufpitions cometothe eare Of Filippo,cithertogratifie,or feelethe difpofition of the
Florentires, or elleto abufethem,{ent Ambafladours vato Floresce, and by them fig-
nified , how he maruelled muchatthefufpition concenied , and therewith offered
torenounce euerie thing by him done, whereof anie miftruftmight grow : which
Ambafladours wrought none othereffe&, thendiuifion ofthe citie. For the oné
part, (and thofe that were moft repured in the gouernment) thought good to arme,

and preuent the enemie. Notwithﬁandingit’Fz'lz'ppa'ﬁood quiet , there thould be
- no wararall, and in the meanetime,thatprouifion was anoccafien of peace. Many

others, either emiying thofe that gouernedsor fearing the warre, iudged thatic was
no wifedome, lightlytobecomefufpitious:neither werethings by Phiippo done,
worthieto be fufpected. Burthey knew wel ,thatto ele&t the Ten,and to hire foul-
diers, promifed warre : which being taken in hand againft fogreata Prince, (hould
bethe ruine of the citie,without hope of any prafit.For of his victories (hauing zo-
magpain the midft)we could notreceiue good;norbecome Princes ofthat country.
And of Remagnaitfelf (by reafon of theneernefle of the churchythey couldnotthink
to become owners, Notwithftanding,the authoritie of thofethar would make pre-
paration forwar,preuailed before the other,that defired peace. And therefore they
created the Ten, hired fouldiers; & impofed Subfidies.\Which proceedings (becaufe
they burthened morethe lefle,then greater Cittizens) filled the cittie with forrow,
and cuery manblamed the ambition & authoritic ofthe great men, accufing them,
that to fulfill their appetites,and opprefle the people, they would make a warre not
neceflary. Yet was notthe Duke cometomanifeft breach, but euery thing was full
of fufpition. For Philippo, at therequeft ofithe Legateof Bologna(whofeared Antonio
Bentinoglibanifhed and remaining at the Caftle Bolegae/e) had fent mento thacitie:
whichbeeing nearethe dominionof Floreee , held the ftate in miftraft. Bur thae
whichmoftamazed enerieman , and gaue muchicaufe rodilcouer thewarre, was

- _the enterprife of theDukeat Furli. GeorgiaOrdilaffi, wasLord of Furli;whodying,

left Tbaldohis fonnie, voder proteGtionof Philippo:  Andalbeitthe mothersfuppo-
ﬁng theDuketo bea Tutor vfit, and therefore fent her childe to Zodonico Alidofsi
her father, Lotd of 7mola)yet was fhe forced bythe peopleto obferueher husbands
teftament, and commit him tothe Dukes hands. - Then Philjppoto make himfelfe

thelefle fufpeéted, and theratheralfoto coucrhisintent, deuifed that the Marquefie

of Farrara thould {end Guido T orellowithfome forces;tobehisdeputie;andtakethe

‘gouernment of Furli. Thuscamethatrtowneintothepo flefsion of Philippo;which

being knownein Florence,togither withthe newes of thefouldiers cometo Bologya,
madetherefolutié forthe war the more pecdie,netwithftanding it had before grear

contradiCtion, & Giouande Medici publikely (pakeagainftit,faying, thar aich ough he confieation

werecertaine of the Dukes euil difpofition,yetwere igbc;ter‘that hee fhould march m Borenee.
firft,théthey go towards him”: forfo thewar fhuld beiuftifiable inthe nidgement of

_other princes:neither could wefo boldlyaskeaid,as we mightafter that his ambitio

was difcouered, Alfo,mé wold with an ethermind defend their dwn, thé affautithe
.goodsof others. Tothe cotraryswasfaid, it werenotgood to tarry for the enemy at
Eomc,b'ut rathergo feeke him. Andfortunewasniorefriend to him that affaulteth,
thé to him that defendeth.Moreouer with leffelofie(though with morecharge)the

war is made far &6 home, thenneareat harid: Inthe end,this .upin'iélprf?i’-‘ailﬁdr: And
refolutic was fet down,that the Ten (hotild denife fome means how the city of Furli
might be recouered fr6 the Duke. Philippofecing tharthe F!ormtzm; wentaboutto
furprize thofe things which hehadtaken in hand to defenfi,(ct.rcfpeds apatt, & fene
Agnolpdelle Pargolawith greatforcesto Inolastothe endsthit prince, hauing occaliott

o defend his own, fiould not think vpé hi s-grandchild. Agnoloagrived neare Imoll;t,
nd fuis oW, [ ] £ e
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(theforces ofthe Florentines beingalfo at 2agdigliana) the weather froftie; and the
towne diches frozen,inthenight, by ftealth, furprized thetowne; and fent Zodowico

rifonert ] ' ing Imola loft, i 3
pritonerto Milan. The Florentines(eeing Imola loft, and the warre difcouered ,com-

maunded their men t6 go vnto Furli, and oneuerie (ide belieoed tha citie. Alfo to
the end that all the Dukes forces (hould not come to refcue it, they hired the Earle
Alberigo,who from histowne Zagonaraiflued our,fpoyling thecountry euento the
lg;_a{r)?rci fgjﬁkﬁgﬁla deil;% Perﬁal‘t, finding he could not with fecuritic fuccour Fur-
”;m Sy ao renbE where our Campe laie , thought goodto behqge Zago-
7474, thinking thatthe Florentines would not lofethat place, and ifthey did relicue
it, then of force they muft abandon Fu##1, and fight with difaduantage.’ The Dukes
forcc§ Ehc'n enforced 4lherigotodemaund compofition , which wat; graunted ; he
Promifing to yeeldthetowneat any time,if within fifteene daies, it were not relcu-
edbythe Florentines. Thisdiforderknowne inthe Florentines Campe and in the Ci-
tie,and euerie mandefirousto preventthe enemie ofthat victorie,occafionedthem
tohauea grearer. Fortheir Campe being departed from Furli to fuccour Zagonare,

a ; gt ; :
nd entercountring the enemie was ouerthrowne : not fo much through vertue of .

the aduerfarie, asthe vnhappinefleof theweather.  For, our men hauing diverfe

‘houres marched inthe deepe myreand raine, foundthe enemies frefh, and for thar

reafon by them werevanquifhed. Notwithftanding; in fo great an ouerthrow pub-
lifhed thfoufgh all /taly, there diednomore then Zodonico degli Obizi, withtwo o-
thg:rs, who fallen from their horfe were myredto death. All thecitie of Florence at
this ouerthrow, became fad : and chiefly the great Citizens who had counfelled the

warre, For theyfawethe enemie braue,their felues difarmed, without friends, 2nd

rtht: ﬁeople againftthem: who murmured, ‘and withiniurious words , complained
of the great Impofitionsand Subfidies, . they had paide tothe maintenance ofthe
warretaken in hand,withoutany caufe oroccafion.Saying moreouer,now they ha-
uing created the Ten;toterrifie the enemie;hauefuccoured 7 urlz',am;l taken it from
the Duike. Thus dotheybewraietheir Councels to what end they are: nottodefend
thelibertie,bur encr_?cafe their own power, which God uftly hath diminithed. Nei-
ther haue they onlyburthened the citie with this enterprife,but with manyothers :
forlike tothis , wasthatagainftKing Zadiflas. To whomewill they now refort for
aide? ToPope Martine fwho hathibenentheir fight troddenvponby Braccio? To
the Queene Giouanna ? hewas by them abandoried, and forced to put her felfe vp-
-ontheKing of 4ragon. Befidesthele contumelies,they repeated all fuchinitirious
Ieprovies,asa people offended,could imagine.Irwas thcrcforcihotlght goodtothe
Senators, 1o aflemblea good number of Citizens, atid with curteous{peechappeafe

Maffo,(wWho with hisownevertu e; & the memorie of hisTatht'r,afpired tothechief
honour ofthe citie) declared at farge : thar it wasno wifedometoiudee énterpri-
fesbytheir fitcceffe. Becaufe manyt ings well deifed,haue had no pood end; & o-
thers enil deuiled hanegood: Alfo,if euil counfels hauing good firccefle, thould be

commended,the famewold encouragemen to commit errors, which would prote

to great dlfaduantﬂge.of the Commen weale : for it euer falleth out, that euill coun-
fels be ynforeanare, Inlike maner they erred toblame a wife counfell,that hath no
defired end : for therebyshey difcouradgetthe Citizens to counfell the citie, & faie
frankly,what they knew orvnderftood. Then he hewed the necefsitie of that war,
and how ifit had not bene begun in Romagna, it thould haue bene inToféans. But

fith it pleafed God that their forces beouerthrowne, the loffe fhould bethelefle; if

the enterprife wereriot abandoned. For if they would ftill thewe their facesto For-
tune, and endenour themfelues to tecouer that wasloft, neithier fhouldthey finde
any
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any loffe;nor the Dukeany vittorie. Theyoughtalfonottorepineatthe chargeor
Impofitions that fhouldbe laid vpon them,b ecaufethofe paiments whichthey had
made, werereafonable,and thereft that fhould after beimpofed would norbee fo |

~great.Forlefle preparation isre uired for themthat defend, thenthofe thatwill of-

tend. Inthe end,heperfwaded themto imitate theiraunceftors, who by being ine-

' uerie aduerfitie couragious, did defend themfelues againft all Princes whatfoeuer.

TheCitizens encouraged withthe authoritieof this man,enterteined the Earle 0d4s raccio.
fonine of Braccio, with whomthey ioyned Nicholo Piccinino brought vpvnder Brae- Piccinive.

¢io, a man moft efteemed ofallthefethat ferued vnder hisEnfigne, and \‘fngler' them
they appointed other leaders. Alfo of their owne forceslately broken, fome Cap-
taines of horfe men remained. ‘Moreouer they eleted rwentie Citizensto impofe
new Subfidies, whebeing encouraged withfeeingthe greatcft Citizensopprefled
by the late ouerthrow,impofed vponthem withoutréfpect. This impolition much
grecued thegrear Cittizens, yetnot to declare themfclues viw ithng, at.th‘fi firft,
fhewed nopriuate offence: btit generally blamed the marter, givingtheiraduile,
that the Impofitions mightceale; which being knowne tomany , tookeno effect
inthe Councels : andthereuponto occafion thefe repinersfeelethe fmart of their

counfell, and makethe matter more odious, they ordered, that the Impofcr'§ fhould
proceed with all feueritie, and haue authoritietokill any man that fhould withftand

. the publiqueofficers. vihereof followed many foule accidents, by murthering and

hurting of the Citizen:. I fo much, asthe faGtions cametobloud : and euerie wife
man feared future mifchiefes. Becaufe; the great men (whowere viedtorefpect)
could not endureto be laidehand vppon : and others were not contentthdteneric
man fhould equally be burthened. Many ofthe chiefe Citizens thereforeaflembled
themfelues, and concluded;that it behotied them to take the gouernmentinto their

hands :becaufe theirfmall diligence had giuenhead,and fuffered the publique pro-

ceedingstobereproued : allowing ouermuch boldnefe inthofe that werewont to
beheads ofthe multitude. Hauing tothis effett confulted,they determined manie
times to meeteall togither sand inthechurch of S.Steffano affembled morethen7o.

" Citizens, withthelycence and allowance of Zorenzo Ridolf, and Francefeo Gianfl gli-

azzi, whoatthat time wereof the Senate. Tothis conuention , Giomazide Medici

camenot, either becaufe hewas asa fufpect, vicalled,or that hee wotld not{being . . .

of contrary opinion) appeare. But Rinaldo delli Albizi as mputh ofthat companie, Al
difcourfed the eftate Oftflc citie, & how by theirnegligence it was cometothehand

of the multitude, fromwhomeintheyeare 1381. by their aunceftors it was taken ;
putting themin minde ofthe iniquitie that raigned inthat ftate, fromtheyeare77.
till 81._ And how fith thattime, till this prefent, fomehad th_c_:zr fathers laine , fome
their grandfathers, & now wereretutn edto thefelfefame perils, & the cii¢fallento
‘thelikedilorders; becauf ethe ml_ﬂml?dc had :}.‘_lreadle attheir pleafure impofed Sub-
fidies: & wold ere16g, (if the fame were ot by agreater force or betrerorder with-
ftoodyappointthe Magiﬁrates.Wh!Ch being brotightto pafle,the multinide would
viurpe their places, and ruinethat ftate which had bene with much glorie ofthe
cittie fortie and two yeares continued : and F (areme fhould be go_ucfnef;i citherca-
fually, vder the will of the multitude (foas one part thould line Iycentioufly, t_he
other daungeroufly)or vider the commandement of fome one that thall make him
{elfe Princeof all. Whereforehe affured them, that euerieman thar loued hiscoun-
try,and his owne hononr, was conftrained tobeware: and putthem in minde of the
verre of Barde Maneini,whowiththeruine ofthe szl!ferfz:faued the citie fromthofe
petils wherein it then was : and that occafion of boldnefle inthe multirade, procee-

ded of thelarge Squittini » which wete by their negligence made : whichwas t]i}f;
| ‘ caule






